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JACOB

Jacob, grandson of Abraham, was a wrestler even before he was born. As an adult he was a plotter, a trickster, and a schemer. Since I can be like that, too, when I try to control people and situations, I can identify with Jacob. Yet God blessed Jacob even though he was deceitful. Why? Schemer Jacob had two redeeming spiritual qualities. He valued the spiritual blessings in his heritage and he knew the power of prayer. Jacob’s prayer life was a powerful, life-changing element in his life. I want to follow his lead in both of those aspects.

As Christians we influence others. To the degree that we influence others, we lead them.
The following ten lessons from the life of Jacob will help us increase our godly influence.

Signs from the Womb

Even before Jacob was born, indications of a brotherly struggle were apparent.

This is the account of the family line of Abraham’s son Isaac. Abraham became the father of Isaac, and Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah daughter of Bethuel the Aramean from Paddan Aram and sister of Laban the Aramean. 

Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of his wife, because she was childless. The Lord answered his prayer, and his wife Rebekah became pregnant. The babies jostled each other within her, and she said, “Why is this happening to me?” So she went to inquire of the Lord. The Lord said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated; one people will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger.” 

When the time came for her to give birth, there were twin boys in her womb. The first to come out was red, and his whole body was like a hairy garment; so they named him Esau. After this, his brother came out, with his hand grasping Esau’s heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when Rebekah gave birth to them. (Genesis 25:19–26) 
The name Esau means “hairy,” and Jacob means “he grasps the heel,” which has become a Hebrew idiom for “he deceives.”
Accurate interpretation of human situations and life circumstances is one of the ways God speaks to us. Job’s friend Elihu said to Job, “For God does speak—now one way, now another—though no one perceives it” (Job 33:14). Elihu calls our attention to the need to listen. 

We can miss God’s messages if we fail to inquire of Him. But Jacob’s mother, Rebekah, didn’t. She wanted to understand the deeper and spiritual meaning of what was happening, so she asked God.

We do not know the intensity of the struggle that went on in Rebekah’s womb or why she inquired of God concerning this. But when she asked God to help her understand the unusual wrestling match, God gave her the answer. 
God speaks to us through dreams, conversations, events of nature, counsel from friends, and supernatural signs. But these do us no good unless we are open to hearing from God by any means at any time. We should live our lives openly before Him, acknowledge His involvement, and try to humbly interpret the details of life so we catch everything He is saying to us.

But we should not be merely imaginative or dreamy, or make something out of nothing. Be open to interpret circumstances, but be cautious lest your imagination deceive you. Learn to hear, discern, and listen to the voice of God by whatever circumstances He uses to communicate with you. Some of us ignore the signs God gives us. Others imagine any unusual phenomenon to be a sign from God. Somewhere between these two extremes is a wise and sensitive position. Let us strive for that balanced middle ground.
Valuing the Valuable
Once when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau came in from the open country, famished. He said to Jacob, “Quick, let me have some of that red stew! I’m famished!” That is why he was also called Edom.
Jacob replied, “First sell me your birthright.” 
“Look, I am about to die,” Esau said. “What good is the birthright to me?”

But Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore an oath to him, selling his birthright to Jacob. 
Then Jacob gave Esau some bread and some lentil stew. He ate and drank, and then got up and left. 
So Esau despised his birthright. (Genesis 25:29–34) 

It is fair to assume that Esau and Jacob both heard the same family stories and oral traditions from their parents. Terah, they would have been told, was the father of Abraham, Nahor, and Haran. Haran died, leaving the two brothers, Abraham and Nahor. Abraham became the paternal grandfather of Esau and Jacob; Nahor, father of Bethuel, became grandfather of Rebekah and great-grandfather of Esau and Jacob. 
Stories of their grandfathers, Bethuel and Abraham, would have been told around the fire in the evenings. Among those stories would have been Abraham’s call from God and his travels to Canaan, God’s plan for him, his experiences in Egypt, and rescuing Lot. 
What caused Esau to take this family heritage so lightly? And what stirred Jacob to seriously ponder, value, and prize that heritage? We don’t know. But Jacob’s behavior does indicate that he valued the birthright Esau despised.

The same thing happens today. People who live side by side, with almost all of life’s circumstances appearing the same, often have highly divergent value systems. Some live for this life and others for the next one. Some see only the physical world, while others recognize the permanence and lasting value of presently invisible realities. The Christian who would influence people toward kingdom life will value the promises, heritage, and abundant spiritual life God offers. We will best lead by example if we follow Jacob’s good pattern. 
The Inappropriateness of Deceit
Coached by his mother, Jacob learned to obtain his goals by deceit. We cannot know how much blame to lay at Rebekah’s feet and how much belongs to Jacob. Neither do we know if Rebekah was motivated by the revelation God had given her while the children were in her womb. Nevertheless, the influence he received from his mother may help us understand Jacob’s deceitfulness, though it will not excuse it.
Isaac had grown old, and before he died he prepared to bless his firstborn, Esau. But Rebekah, perhaps remembering what God had shown her while the two sons wrestled in her womb, wanted Jacob to receive the blessing instead. Notice what Genesis 27:8–29 says:

“Now, my son, listen carefully and do what I tell you: Go out to the flock and bring me two choice young goats, so I can prepare some tasty food for your father, just the way he likes it. Then take it to your father to eat, so that he may give you his blessing before he dies.” 
Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, “But my brother Esau is a hairy man while I have smooth skin. What if my father touches me? I would appear to be tricking him and would bring down a curse on myself rather than a blessing.” 
His mother said to him, “My son, let the curse fall on me. Just do what I say; go and get them for me.” 
So he went and got them and brought them to his mother, and she prepared some tasty food, just the way his father liked it. Then Rebekah took the best clothes of Esau her older son, which she had in the house, and put them on her younger son Jacob. She also covered his hands and the smooth part of his neck with the goatskins. Then she handed to her son Jacob the tasty food and the bread she had made. 
He went to his father and said, “My father.”
“Yes, my son,” he answered. “Who is it?” 
Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me. Please sit up and eat some of my game, so that you may give me your blessing.” 
Isaac asked his son, “How did you find it so quickly, my son?” 
“The Lord your God gave me success,” he replied.
Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Come near so I can touch you, my son, to know whether you really are my son Esau or not.”

Jacob went close to his father Isaac, who touched him and said, “The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the hands are the hands of Esau.” He did not recognize him, for his hands were hairy like those of his brother Esau; so he proceeded to bless him. “Are you really my son Esau?” he asked. 
“I am,” he replied.
Then he said, “My son, bring me some of your game to eat, so that I may give you my blessing.”

Jacob brought it to him and he ate; and he brought some wine and he drank. Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come here, my son, and kiss me.” 
So he went to him and kissed him. When Isaac caught the smell of his clothes, he blessed him and said, “Ah, the smell of my son is like the smell of a field that the Lord has blessed. May God give you of heaven’s dew and of earth’s richness—an abundance of grain and new wine. May nations serve you and peoples bow down to you. Be lord over your brothers, and may the sons of your mother bow down to you. May those who curse you be cursed and those who bless you be blessed.”
Jacob agreed to the deceitful plan his mother proposed. Years later he deceived his father-in-law when planning to depart for Canaan after twenty year in Paddan Aram. “Moreover, Jacob deceived Laban the Aramean by not telling him he was running away” (Genesis 31:20).

The end does not justify the means. Lying is never appropriate. If you want to be an influential Christian, you must establish a reputation for always telling the truth. 
The moral exception to this rule would be if an evil person were seeking to kill an innocent person. In that case, deceit to protect the innocent is appropriate. Human life has the greater value in such cases.

God could have worked supernaturally to bring the blessing to Jacob since Esau did not value it. He had already told Rebekah that the older would serve the younger. The Lord would take care of His word to Rebekah without Rebekah and Jacob resorting to deceit. 
And God could have enabled Jacob to depart from Laban without personal loss. As it turned out, when Laban caught up with Jacob, God spoke to Laban in a dream and warned him not to injure Jacob, his son-in-law. God clearly proved His ability to protect His own. He does not need us to deceive others in order for us to advance our own agendas.

When Love Blinds
 It is right to be in love with one’s spouse. Proverbs says to be “intoxicated with her love” (Proverbs 5:19). But nowhere does the Bible suggest we are to put aside our rationale or the thinking part of ourselves. We are to keep every thought under control.
We are to love God with our minds. We are not to let our emotions cause us to behave irrationally. 
Jacob loved Rachel. That was fine, but he should still have kept his wits about him in dealing with her. How many difficulties between suitors or married partners would be solved if we made sensible decisions, not just emotional ones?

Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the older was Leah, and the name of the younger was Rachel. Leah had weak eyes, but Rachel had a lovely figure and was beautiful. Jacob was in love with Rachel and said, “I’ll work for you seven years in return for your younger daughter Rachel.”

Laban said, “It’s better that I give her to you than to some other man. Stay here with me.” So Jacob served seven years to get Rachel, but they seemed like only a few days to him because of his love for her. (Genesis 29:16–20) 
Jacob’s love for Rachel is commendable to a degree. But if he could not see the wrong that needed to be confronted, he loved her too blindly.

Many years later, as Jacob was taking his family back to Canaan, “Rachel stole her father’s household gods” (Genesis 31:19). Jacob was very much in love with Rachel, but perhaps he did not know her very well. He evidently had no idea that she had taken her father’s household gods, nor that she even valued them. He should have been more in touch. 
Why would she take the idols if they were meaningless to her? She evidently valued them in some way. Jacob should have been in closer contact with his wife’s thinking and not been afraid to confront her if she were wrong. 
Husbands and wives need to use their heads to prevent avoidable problems. I love my wife, but I occasionally confront her. She loves me and she also confronts me. We both like it that way. We feel much safer.

When Jacob and his family and herds secretly left Laban’s home to return to his homeland of Canaan, Rachel secretively took a fateful step. “When Laban had gone to shear his sheep, Rachel stole her father’s household gods” (Genesis 31:19). Laban, discovering the theft, pursued Jacob and confronted him. 
“Now you have gone off because you longed to return to your father’s household. But why did you steal my gods?”

Jacob answered Laban, “I was afraid, because I thought you would take your daughters away from me by force. But if you find anyone who has your gods, that one shall not live. In the presence of our relatives, see for yourself whether there is anything of yours here with me; and if so, take it.” Now Jacob did not know that Rachel had stolen the gods.
So Laban went into Jacob’s tent and into Leah’s tent and into the tent of the two female servants, but he found nothing. After he came out of Leah’s tent, he entered Rachel’s tent. Now Rachel had taken the household gods and put them inside her camel’s saddle and was sitting on them. Laban searched through everything in the tent but found nothing.
Rachel said to her father, “Don’t be angry, my lord, that I cannot stand up in your presence; I’m having my period.” 
So he searched but could not find the household gods. (Genesis 31:30–35)


Sometime later Jacob and his family moved farther into Canaan. 
Then they moved on from Bethel. While they were still some distance from Ephrath, Rachel began to give birth and had great difficulty. And as she was having great difficulty in childbirth, the midwife said to her, “Don’t despair, for you have another son.” As she breathed her last—for she was dying—she named her son Ben-Oni. But his father named him Benjamin.
So Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem). Over her tomb Jacob set up a pillar, and to this day that pillar marks Rachel’s tomb. (Genesis 35:16-20) 

One can only imagine the grief Jacob felt as he buried his beloved wife. He had had many disappointments in family and business during his twenty years in Paddan Aram, but Rachel had been the thrilling and beautiful exception to his many sorrows. She had been his comfort and joy. And now she was gone. 
We do not know how Jacob grieved, or if he remembered that he himself had said that whoever took Laban’s idols should die. If so, he surely regretted not keeping his tongue in control. Jacob ignorantly and tragically pronounced his beloved Rachel’s death sentence. 
It takes strong moral fiber to confront someone dearly beloved. Better to be strong, show tough love, and enjoy the advantages of character growth than in weakness overlook a loved one’s fault.

Christians of influence today cannot afford to allow emotions to distract them from the serious task of leading God’s people in morally upright behavior, attitudes, policies, and service. Each of us must ask the Holy Spirit to help us know how to apply this lesson to our own situations. 
We must keep our tongues in control, even when strong emotions press us in other directions. That is the character development that increases the Christian’s authority. A person who leads by mere emotion will not be dependable, because emotions are not dependable. Emotions have a healthy role to fulfill, but assisting others in rational decisions that require accountability, responsibility, and authenticity is not one of them. 
Don’t let your love blind you. No matter how much you love your spouse, staff member, or child, keep your head about you. Confront wrong; you will both benefit.

Waiting for God’s Time
We are not informed about how many times during his twenty years in Paddan Aram Jacob longed to return to Canaan. But we do know that he stayed, he endured, he waited, and one day God gave him the direction he needed.
The following narrative tells the story of Jacob’s rapid departure from Paddan Aram. 
Jacob heard that Laban’s sons were saying, “Jacob has taken everything our father owned and has gained all this wealth from what belonged to our father.”

And Jacob noticed that Laban’s attitude toward him was not what it had been.
Then the Lord said to Jacob, “Go back to the land of your fathers and to your relatives, and I will be with you.”

So Jacob sent word to Rachel and Leah to come out to the fields where his flocks were. He said to them, “I see that your father’s attitude toward me is not what it was before, but the God of my father has been with me.” (Genesis 31:1–5) 

During the night, before Laban caught up with Jacob, God told Laban not to harm Jacob. Would God have protected Jacob if Jacob had fled prematurely? We are not told the answer to this question. But we do know that Jacob was moving in God’s timing and that God supernaturally protected him, his wives, his children, and his livestock. 

Scripture contains many illustrations of moving in God’s timing. Jacob knew this. Later he moved to Egypt only when God directed him to do so. His descendant, David, knew the value of waiting behind the balsam trees for the sound of marching in the branches that let him know it was God’s time to move into battle. 
God’s time is always worth waiting for.

Persevering in Prayer—and Limping
As Jacob neared Canaan, he knew he would soon be facing his brother. Had Esau forgiven him? Was Esau still seeking revenge? In an attempt to pacify his brother, Jacob sent liberal gifts ahead with his family while he stayed behind alone to pray.
Even though he had done everything he could think of to appease Esau, Jacob knew that bigger issues were involved than could be purchased with a mere gift of livestock. So Jacob prayed.
Then Jacob prayed, “O God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, Lord, you who said to me, ‘Go back to your country and your relatives, and I will make you prosper,’ I am unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness you have shown your servant. I had only my staff when I crossed this Jordan, but now I have become two camps. Save me, I pray, from the hand of my brother Esau, for I am afraid he will come and attack me, and also the mothers with their children. But you have said, ‘I will surely make you prosper and will make your descendants like the sand of the sea, which cannot be counted.’” (Genesis 32:9–12)
Jacob was in a desperate situation. But his strong desire and intense passion toward God is illustrated by the wrestling that took place by the brook Jabbok. 
Hard times are often used by the Lord to cause us to pursue Him passionately.

That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two female servants and his eleven sons and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. After he had sent them across the stream, he sent over all his possessions. So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. When the man saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. Then the man said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.”

But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”

The man asked him, “What is your name?”

“Jacob,” he answered.
Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with human beings and have overcome.”

Jacob said, “Please tell me your name.”

But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?” Then he blessed him there.
So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared.”

The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping because of his hip. Therefore to this day the Israelites do not eat the tendon attached to the socket of the hip, because the socket of Jacob’s hip was touched near the tendon. (Genesis 32:22–32) 

Jacob’s desperate and impassioned words, “I will not let you go unless you bless me,” are powerful. They express complete commitment to the process. And they challenge us to keep praying until we receive the answer. If we give up before we get our answer, we are not praying like Jacob.

The name change from Jacob (which means “supplanter” or “cheater”) to Israel (which means “he struggles with God”) has profound implications for Jacob, his descendants, and anyone in subsequent generations who wants to pursue God tenaciously. Jacob’s insistence that God answer his prayer and his determination to pray until he got his answer challenge us to persevere as Jacob did.
Hosea presents us with an interesting insight into the Genesis account of Jacob at Jabbok. Genesis gives us the contents of the prayer, and Hosea tells us of the passion: “In the womb he grasped his brother’s heel; as a man he struggled with God. He struggled with the angel and overcame him; he wept and begged for his favor. He found him at Bethel and talked with him there” (Hosea 12:3–4).
Jacob, now Israel, evidently exerted himself physically, for he walked with a shuffle for the rest of his life. If we allow Israel’s limp to symbolize a brokenness or humility before God, an acknowledgment of human dependence on God, then we too must learn to walk with a shuffle, recognizing that we are nothing without God. Dependence on God actually makes more things possible. In our spirits we can be stronger when we recognize our weakness. We are more victorious when we walk with a spiritual limp.
The Problems of Favoritism

Impartiality in dealing with our children is not a small issue. God delights in kindness, justice, and righteousness (Jeremiah 9:24). Many family problems could be avoided, reduced, or even eliminated if parents would acknowledge their partiality toward one child or children over others and change their attitudes and behavior. 
Children are a gift from God. He gives us these precious gifts, and it is right for us to appreciate each gift equally. “Children are a heritage from the Lord, offspring a reward from him” (Psalm 127:3).

Jacob and Esau experienced favoritism from their parents.
The boys grew up, and Esau became a skillful hunter, a man of the open country, while Jacob was content to stay at home among the tents. Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, loved Esau, but Rebekah loved Jacob. (Genesis 25:27–28) 
Each brother had a parental ally. We can imagine what kind of sibling rivalry was generated by this situation. 

Having experienced favoritism growing up, and the problems and grief that resulted from it, Jacob should have learned the importance of loving each child equally. But in the next generation Jacob followed his father’s example and repeated his father’s error. Jacob loved Joseph more than he loved Joseph’s brothers.

Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in his old age; and he made a richly ornamented robe for him. When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him. (Genesis 37:3–4)
Jacob experienced grief with his sons’ infighting and later suffered sorrow from the loss of his son Joseph. This sorrow was partially due to Jacob’s creation of the tension and jealousy that existed between Joseph and his brothers as a result of Jacob’s obvious favoritism.

Each child is unique, and each child should be trained to be successful with his or her gifts. Not all children are athletic, musical, academically inclined, or physically attractive, but each child is uniquely created and is a precious gift from God. All children should be appreciated for his or her uniqueness and encouraged to develop in keeping with that child’s own natural gifts, not criticized for not having the gifts God did not give him or her. This is the deeper meaning of “Start children off on the way they should go and even when they are old they will not turn from it” (Proverbs 22:6). Our children will be more successful if we raise them in keeping with their natural gifting.
For cultural reasons tradition may value one gender over another, but this too is incorrect. God creates both little boys and little girls, and He has a plan for each. Parents have the awesome privilege of guiding their children along the paths that will lead them to be successful, fulfilling God’s plans and dreams for them.

“One who is slack in his work is a close relative of one who destroys” (Proverbs 18:9). This instructive bit of wisdom indicates that not aggressively pushing forward in the right direction of an enterprise is not much different from actively tearing down something. The difference is only in the degree of the error. The slacker does not push forward and by neglect damages the potential success; the destroyer actively tears down and thereby thwarts the development of potential. Both destroy because both do not push forward in the development of the project. 
Applying this to child-raising, parents should help each child develop in a way consistent with his or her abilities. Otherwise the parents are not contributing to the child becoming what he or she could become. In other words, a parent “destroys” a child by not helping him or her fulfill his or her potential.

If you want to be and raise an effective and influential Christian, you need to come to terms with the issue of fairness in your family. The family is the training ground for society’s leaders; the skills we need in leading others are parental skills. The family is where you prove your qualifications for influencing others. (See 1 Timothy 3:4–5.) 
What tensions exist in your family due to partiality? In what way are you overlooking the potential of one of your children? Do you love each one the same? Do you show that love equally? Are you affectionate with each of your children? Are you proactive about raising each of them to develop his or her full potential? Do you love one child more than the other? The Holy Spirit will show you what to do if you need to make any changes. 
 Needless Grief
While nomadic life for Jacob’s family continued in Canaan, Joseph was learning lessons in Egypt that would position him to be useful to Egypt and to all of Jacob’s family. Jacob had bemoaned the loss of Rachel and now wept over the loss of Rachel’s son Joseph. But his despair over the loss of Joseph was in vain, for Joseph was not really dead, as Jacob had been led to believe. 
Most of our own worries are not only unnecessary but counterproductive. Psychologists say that more than 95 percent of the things we worry about never come true. What percent of the things you have worried about in the past actually happened? Does that much energy expended in worrying about a problem that did not exist justify the amount of worry you invested?

When the opportunity presented itself, Jacob’s other sons sold Joseph into slavery, then led their father to believe Joseph had been killed by a wild animal.

Then they got Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood. They took the ornamented robe back to their father and said, “We found this. Examine it to see whether it is your son’s robe.”

He recognized it and said, “It is my son’s robe! Some ferocious animal has devoured him. Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.”

Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and mourned for his son many days. All his sons and daughters came to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted. “No,” he said, “in mourning will I go down to the grave to my son.” So his father wept for him.
Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of the guard. (Genesis 37:31–36) 

We live at the level of our perceptions. We react emotionally to what we think is happening even when what we believe is different from what is. Jacob was living at the level of his perception—a misperception of what was happening with Joseph. Jacob’s needless anxiety illustrates the wisdom of praying about everything and not worrying about anything. To pray rather than worry is not irresponsibility; it is authentic responsibility—response ability—the ability to respond correctly.
Prayer is productive; worry is counterproductive. If the enemy can cause a man or woman of God to be preoccupied with apprehension, he can handicap us greatly. Christians of character refuse to be disabled by anxiety.

God Uses Even Flawed Vessels Who Pray

Pharaoh was the king of Egypt and Jacob a foreign commoner; Pharaoh a ruler, Jacob a refuge with a promise. Did royalty bless the foreign traveler? Did the powerful bless the powerless? Who blessed whom? Yes, the powerful blessed the less powerful. Jacob, not Pharaoh, was the powerful one. Jacob knew God and how to pray. Jacob blessed the monarch. Is there a lesson here?
If we wish to be people of spiritual power as Jacob was, we too can be positioned to bless others. The invisible world has power over the physical world. There is nothing that cannot be solved by prayer. 

Then Joseph brought his father Jacob in and presented him before Pharaoh. After Jacob blessed Pharaoh, Pharaoh asked him, “How old are you?”

And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The years of my pilgrimage are a hundred and thirty. My years have been few and difficult, and they do not equal the years of the pilgrimage of my fathers.” Then Jacob blessed Pharaoh and went out from his presence. (Genesis 47:7–10) 

Those who spend time with God are equipped to bless others. We become like those with whom we spend time. The more time we spend with God, the more we take on His character and attitudes, his optimism, confidence, and courage. 
Can you imagine God afraid? Can you envision God wringing His hands and fretting? Let us learn to be close to God so that at every possible juncture we are equipped to bless others. I want to be a God-chaser. Then I can be a blessing to people around me.
The Long-Range Consequences of Looking Forward

Jacob lived like he had a future. He planted that faith in his sons. Today the descendants of Jacob still have that hope and confidence. The accurate and dramatic fulfillment of Bible prophecy, especially regarding the rise of the nation of Israel, is a reminder that our sovereign God has history in His control. 
In giving his children instructions concerning taking his body back to Canaan, Jacob looked forward.

Then Jacob called for his sons and said: “Gather around so I can tell you what will happen to you in days to come.” . . . 
All these are the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is what their father said to them when he blessed them, giving each the blessing appropriate to him.
Then he gave them these instructions: “I am about to be gathered to my people. Bury me with my fathers in the cave in the field of Ephron the Hittite, the cave in the field of Machpelah, near Mamre in Canaan, which Abraham bought along with the field as a burial place from Ephron the Hittite. There Abraham and his wife Sarah were buried, there Isaac and his wife Rebekah were buried, and there I buried Leah. The field and the cave in it were bought from the Hittites.”

When Jacob had finished giving instructions to his sons, he drew his feet up into the bed, breathed his last and was gathered to his people. (Genesis 49:1, 28–33)

The history of the human race will have an appropriate conclusion. God has a massive, intricately developed plan that is unfolding even today. No other religious book contains details of human history, written in advance as prophecy, such as we find in the Bible. 
Jacob looked forward. The ability to look forward to what God has in the future belongs to all who serve Jacob’s God.

Daniel and Ezekiel recorded far more prophetic information than either Jacob or his son Joseph did. But Jacob and Joseph, by their actions, demonstrated their expectation of God’s future for their descendants. By their instructions to take their remains back to the Promised Land, they were stating their belief in the future of Israel as a nation. Jacob’s dying request to be carried back to Canaan was his way of expressing the value he placed on his spiritual heritage.
I like to try to capture the message of Bible personalities and communicate it to our grandchildren’s young minds. A song is one way to do this. My wife and I have a grandson named Jacob. In July of 2004, just months after Jacob was born, while I was flying from Mahajanga on the west coast of Madagascar to Antsiranana at the northern tip, I wrote the following song, which we sing often for our Jacob. 
Once a wise boy named Jacob 
Sought the blessings that his brother had scorned.

Through a trick he obtained the promise, 
And Jacob got a blessing from God.

Jacob knew the power, the power for every hour.
Jacob knew the power of the promises of God.

Today a wise boy named Jacob 
Seeks the blessings many others have scorned.

Through prayer he obtains the promise, 
And Jacob gets a blessing from God.

Jacob knows the power, the power for every hour.
Jacob knows the power of the promises of God.

For Further Thought

· Can you think of a time when you did not confront your spouse (or someone else close to you) when you probably should have? What will you do differently next time something like this happens?
· What criteria would you suggest for determining God’s timing in the decisions and moves you will make in life?
· What does it mean to you that Jacob limped after his wrestling match by the Jabbok? Is this something you would like to incorporate into your prayer life?
· When you were growing up, did you experience any negative results from favoritism? How will you guarantee that you will treat your children with equality?
· Have you ever grieved needlessly? What was the major lesson you learned from that experience?
· Have you ever had an opportunity to pray a blessing on another person that you can trace back to your private times of prayer?
· In what way are you living with an expectation for heaven and the arrival of God’s kingdom on earth?
