PETER

Many people do not realize that Peter described the double focus of ministry—prayer and the Word—more clearly than any other disciple. Did you know that Peter had a private lesson from Jesus about cooperation with civil authorities? Are you aware that Jesus gave Peter a message—in front of the other disciples—about humbly receiving ministry from Him?

Peter was Jesus’ most outspoken follower. His spontaneous and impetuous statements could have earned the disdain of the other disciples and certainly the open rebuke of Jesus. But Peter was an original thinker, and he mellowed over the years to become a gentle, pastoral, and insightful leader in the early church, as well as a thoughtful counselor through his wise letters. 

The Peter we see in his epistles appears more refined, astute, and gracious than the Peter portrayed in the Gospels. So the comparison of Peter when Jesus was on earth and Peter’s character as revealed in his letters is a learning process. What does Peter’s life have to say to us today? What does his life say to you?

This chapter does not include a treatment of the story of Peter walking on the water found in Matthew chapter 14. For the many lessons to be learned in that rich drama, the reader is invited to examine “How to Do the Impossible,” chapter 4 of my book Rise to Seek Him: The Joy of Effective Prayer, or the seminar by the same title on the Leadership Empowerment Resource Web site’s Seminar page: (www.leresource.com).

Peter Was Called to Follow Jesus and Fish for Men

Following Jesus and fishing for people were at the heart of Peter’s original call. “As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. ‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will send you out to fish for people’” (Matthew 4:18–19).

In the early years of the church, Peter summarized his apostolic assignment as prayer and ministry of the Word. “In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution of food. So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, ‘It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. Brothers and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them and we will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word’” (Acts 6:1–4, emphasis mine). 

Peter later expressed his call as devoting himself to prayer and to the Word. The two parts of this call are: (1) representing people to God, and following Jesus by seeking God, and (2) representing God to people and presenting His Word to them. These two factors are still central to a call to ministry. It is easy to become distracted from ministry priorities by seemingly legitimate requests for help. Yet God can give us the wisdom to encourage others not to become dependant on us. Staying with the specific work God has given each of us benefits everyone.
Peter Learned from Jesus about Support for Civil Governments

After Jesus and his disciples arrived in Capernaum, the collectors of the two-drachma temple tax came to Peter and asked, “Doesn’t your teacher pay the temple tax?”

“Yes, he does,” he replied. 
When Peter came into the house, Jesus was the first to speak. “What do you think, Simon?” he asked. “From whom do the kings of the earth collect duty and taxes—from their own children or from others?”
“From others,” Peter answered. 

“Then the children are exempt,” Jesus said to him. “But so that we may not cause offense, go to the lake and throw out your line. Take the first fish you catch; open its mouth and you will find a four-drachma coin. Take it and give it to them for my tax and yours.” (Matthew 17:24–27)

Jesus instructed Peter to find a coin in a fish’s mouth with which to pay the temple tax. Then He expanded the conversation to include civil taxes. Why did He not just stay with the subject raised by the collectors of the temple tax? Because this was a learning experience for Peter. And because Matthew recorded it, it is also instruction for us.
God tells us to pay our taxes. “This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. Give to everyone what you owe: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor” (Romans 13:6–7). Is it important for Christians to pay their taxes? Is God really concerned about civil government? Yes. 

When taxes were owed, even to the hated Romans, they were to be paid. Rome was not generous toward Christians when Paul wrote the book of Romans, but within several centuries the Christians won the respect of the empire.

Think about how far-reaching and profound this policy is. Christianity can enjoy a good reputation in any nation of the world because of its supportive position toward human government and civil responsibility. Everywhere around the globe Christians who obey the Bible are good citizens of their countries. What other religion provides its faithful adherents with moral motives for paying taxes?

Peter Learned the Need for Daily Cleansing in the Process of Sanctification

Peter’s conversation with Jesus the night He was betrayed gave Peter another opportunity for a private lesson from Jesus. 

He [Jesus] came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”
Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.”
“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”
“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”
Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. (John 13:6–11)

When Jesus tried to wash Peter’s feet at the Last Supper, at first he declined the offer. “I won’t let You wash my feet. I won’t let You humble Yourself this way.” But when he found out that he could not be a part of Jesus without allowing Jesus to wash his feet, Peter reversed his position, saying, “Wash all of me.” Jesus insisted that everything need not be washed. This unique conversation is rich in symbolism.

Salvation is efficacious; once is enough. Yet daily travel on earth gets dust on our feet. Every day, life may involve minor relapses or sins, and Jesus is there to wash those away. Another conversion is not necessary, but cleansing on a daily basis is. This is why it is important that we humble ourselves to receive cleansing day by day.

Peter Learned the Need for Quiet Submission

In the garden of Gethsemane, where Jesus prayed and His disciples slept, the leading disciple received more private tutelage. 

Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into temptation.” He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” An angel from heaven appeared to him and strengthened him. And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.

When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow. “Why are you sleeping?” he asked them. “Get up and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.” (Luke 22:39–46) 

Jesus wrestled in prayer and yielded to the cup of suffering He had to drink. Peter observed this. The story continues:

When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should we strike with our swords?” And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear. 

But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And he touched the man’s ear and healed him. (Luke 22:49–51) 

We then move from Luke’s to Matthew’s comments: 

With that, one of Jesus’ companions reached for his sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to him, “for all who draw the sword will die by the sword. Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels? But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?” (Matthew 26:51–54)

John also records this event: 

Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?” (John 18:10–11)

When Jesus told Peter to put his sword away and asked if He shouldn’t drink the cup the Father required, impetuous Peter received some special insight. Jesus could have called for 120,000 angels to defend him. He didn’t need Peter’s sword. The Lion played the part of the Lamb. And we must too. 

Many years later a gentler, more gracious and mature Peter wrote: 

Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble. Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. For, “Whoever among you would love life and see good days must keep your tongue from evil and your lips from deceitful speech. Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it. For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 

Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their threats; do not be frightened.” But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. It is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive in the Spirit. (1 Peter 3:8–18)

Is the man who penned these words the same man who spontaneously whipped out his sword and cut Malchus’s ear off his head? Yes and no. It is the same man, but he was greatly changed, refined, humbled, and made useful in the Master’s hand.

We still see this process today. Young pastors are sometimes like the earlier Peter. Older pastors mellow and become more gentle. How far along this road of progress are you? How many experiences of failed anger will it take to learn that a gentle shepherd does a better job of leading God’s sheep, “not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock” (1 Peter 5:3)?
This verse, addressed to Christian leaders by Pastor Peter, is good for all of us. The profound wisdom of Proverbs 15:1 applies to Christian care for others: “A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.” Peter eventually learned to stop drawing swords and cutting off ears.

Peter Denied Jesus Three Times but Was Tactfully Restored by Jesus 
When Jesus and John were in the courtyard, Peter was brought in to experience his own revealing adventure. 

Peter had to wait outside at the door. The other disciple, who was known to the high priest, came back, spoke to the servant girl on duty there and brought Peter in. “You aren’t one of this man’s disciples too, are you?” she asked Peter.
He replied, “I am not.” 
It was cold, and the servants and officials stood around a fire they had made to keep warm. Peter also was standing with them, warming himself. (John 18:16–18)

While the trial proceeded inside, the saga of Peter’s denials continued outside. 

Meanwhile, Simon Peter was still standing there warming himself. So they asked him, “You aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?”
He denied it, saying, “I am not.”
One of the high priest’s servants, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, challenged him, “Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” 

Again Peter denied it, and at that moment a rooster began to crow. (John 18:25–27)

Matthew tells us that after Peter was accused of being one of the disciples the third time, “he began to call down curses, and he swore to them, ‘I don’t know the man!’” Immediately a rooster crowed. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: “Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly. (See Matthew 26:74–75.) 

Peter was crushed. He had denied the Lord, just as predicted, in spite of his stated determination to even die with Jesus.

Denial is caused by human weakness. Betrayal is the result of deliberate and premeditated ill will. Deliberate sin is more serious than an unintended mistake made in a moment of weakness. Peter did not deliberately betray Jesus; rather, in a time of weakness, he denied his relationship with Him. And what did Jesus do? He focused on restoration at a later time, not even referring to the denials. 
Jesus dealt with the denial problem in a tactful, loving, yet firm way. In a conversation recorded in John 21:1–19, Jesus brought Peter through a three-step restoration process. Peter was allowed to confess his love for Jesus the same number of times he had earlier denied Him. And Jesus lovingly and graciously accepted Peter’s confession of love for Him.

Jesus accepts and restores. Whenever you and I fail Jesus out of weakness, we need to let Him restore us in His own loving way. And we need to reaffirm our love to Him. In the same way, we must restore the weak and errant person with whom the Holy Spirit is dealing as He brings him or her closer to Himself. We must be like Jesus in order to represent Him.

Peter, the Missionary to Samaria (Peter’s First Missionary Trip) 
We will skip over Peter’s experiences as a leader in the church of Jerusalem when he led the discussion of replacing Judas (Acts 1), his sermon at Pentecost (Acts 2), the healing of the lame man (Acts 3), the trial before the Sanhedrin (Acts 4), and the deaths of Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5), and move on to Peter’s three missionary journeys, the first of which took him to Samaria.

When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to Samaria. When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers there that they might receive the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they had simply been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money and said, “Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”
Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not right before God. Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope that he may forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. For I see that you are full of bitterness and captive to sin.”
Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have said may happen to me.”
After they had further proclaimed the word of the Lord and testified about Jesus, Peter and John returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel in many Samaritan villages. (Acts 8:14–25)
Philip started the revival in Samaria, and the apostles in Jerusalem later sent Peter and John there. Peter showed himself to be a no-nonsense man. The above verses tell the story of his laying hands on the Samaritans and how they received the Holy Spirit. 

Then Peter corrected Simon. Philip evidently did not discern Simon’s spirit, but Peter did. 

The spiritual gift of discerning of spirits is valuable if the purity of the church is to be preserved. If the enemy is allowed to work unhindered or unexposed within Christian ranks, how can the church be clean, healthy, and unified? And how can it grow? Peter’s contributions to the revival in Samaria were to bring the message of the Holy Spirit baptism and the correction of Simon. Both of these ministries are still needed today. 

Peter, the Missionary to Caesarea (Peter’s Second Missionary Trip) 
Peter had other experiences outside of Jerusalem. At Lydda, Aeneas was healed of palsy. 

“Aeneas,” Peter said to him, “Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and roll up your mat.” Immediately Aeneas got up. All those who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord. (Acts 9:34–35)
At Joppa, Tabitha was raised from the dead. 

In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was always doing good and helping the poor. About that time she became sick and died, and her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. Lydda was near Joppa; so when the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, “Please come at once!”
Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was still with them.

Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing Peter she sat up. He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called for the believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them alive. (Acts 9:36–41)

Lydda and Joppa are both in Israel. This was not a cross-cultural missionary trip—not yet. While in Joppa, Peter saw a vision with extremely important missiological implications. 
About noon the following day as they were on their journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray. He became hungry and wanted something to eat, and while the meal was being prepared, he fell into a trance. He saw heaven opened and something like a large sheet being let down to earth by its four corners. It contained all kinds of four-footed animals, as well as reptiles and birds. Then a voice told him, “Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.”
“Surely not, Lord!” Peter replied. “I have never eaten anything impure or unclean.”
The voice spoke to him a second time, “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean.” This happened three times, and immediately the sheet was taken back to heaven. (Acts 10:9–16)

While attending a Chinese church in Beijing, China, I heard a liberal theologian, a visiting foreign Christian leader, use the above text one Sunday morning to indicate that Christians should accept not only people of other faiths but also their faiths. The Chinese pastors of the church tactfully said nothing while the guest was there. The following Sunday, without drawing attention to the sermon of the week before, one of them correctly taught that Christians are to accept one another and all people, but not all religious beliefs. All roads do not lead to heaven and Jesus is the only way. I was glad I had learned the Chinese language and could enjoy this bit of subtle drama. I was even more glad that the Chinese pastor knew how to correctly teach the message of Peter’s experience in Cornelius’s house. 

Peter, while still in Joppa, accepted an invitation to visit a God-fearing non-Jew in Caesarea. He then embarked on his second missionary trip. He went with the host delegation and met the Roman centurion Cornelius and a house full of guests who were waiting for his message. This event is recorded in Acts 10:23–48. 

Later, under attack by his Jewish believer friends, Peter defended the ministry to the non-Jews in Caesarea by referring to the vision and the descent of the Holy Spirit as he spoke in Cornelius’ home. (See Acts 11:1–18.) At the Jerusalem council recorded in Acts 15, Peter again defended the idea of ministry to non-Jews, once more basing his argument on the outpouring of the Holy Spirit God had given at Cornelius’s home.

This missionary trip to Caesarea could be considered a great success. Yet the lesson about accepting non-Jewish believers as they were, without Gentiles needing to conform to Jewish law, the lesson Peter learned in Caesarea and then explained in Jerusalem, was even more important. What happened at Cornelius’s house was undoubtedly a blessing to Cornelius, but the lesson Peter learned was extremely valuable to the church.

That lesson had to be learned by the church again, however. Even Peter had to relearn it through an embarrassing public incident. The outgrowth of that incident eventually positioned the Christian church with a philosophy and policy that enabled it to become the world’s leading religion, suitable in multiple cultural contexts the world over. The repeat lesson occurred on Peter’s third missionary journey. 

The lesson for Peter personally, or the Church generally, would not have been successful had Peter not experienced his visions leading up to his dynamic experience at Cornelius’s home. The event at Cornelius’ home and Peter’s speech about it at the Jerusalem council combine to be a pivotal influence in the life, growth, and policy of the church.

Peter, the Missionary to Antioch (Peter’s Third Missionary Trip)

Paul and Barnabus went to Antioch on a problem-solving mission. 
Certain individuals came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the believers: “Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this question. The church sent them on their way, and as they traveled through Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had been converted. This news made all the believers very glad. (Acts 15:1–3)

Paul reports about this incident in his letter to the Galatians. Evidently, Peter (Cephas) had also come to Antioch. 

When Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. For before certain people came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.

When I saw that they were not acting in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet you live like a Gentile and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gentiles to follow Jewish customs?

“We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gentiles know that a person is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified.

“But if, in seeking to be justified in Christ, we Jews find ourselves also among the sinners, doesn’t that mean that Christ promotes sin? Absolutely not! If I rebuild what I destroyed, then I really would be a lawbreaker.

“For through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. I do not set aside the grace of God, for if righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!” (Galatians 2:11–21)

Acts does not say who was in Antioch or who came from Judea to Antioch. However, we know that Peter had been there fellowshipping with the non-Jewish converts but was later led astray by Jewish persons from Judea who taught that Gentiles must learn and keep the Jewish law. Paul had to publicly speak against Peter’s duplicity.

For all of his successes as an apostle, church leader, healer, preacher, and missionary statesman, Peter failed to stay true to the message of the threefold vision of the sheet from heaven and what his trip to Cornelius’ home had taught him. He had defended the work of the Holy Spirit at Cornelius’ home in Jerusalem, yet in Antioch Peter had a serious cross-cultural missionary relapse.

Four important lessons can be gleaned from this incident:

1. Even a great and highly successful leader can be mistaken in a specific area (missiology, for example) that requires specialized training or understanding.

2. Non-Jewish converts do not need to keep the Jewish laws. Similarly, today’s converts do not need to keep either the Jewish law or the missionary’s home cultural norms.

3. At the Jerusalem council Peter had the grace to refer to his earlier experience in Cornelius’ home and admit before the council that Paul was right. (This would have been soon after being corrected by Paul at Antioch as recorded in Galatians 2:11–21.) 

4. The Church did not have just one leader. Four persons spoke authoritatively. 

Peter spoke: “After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: ‘Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe.’” (Acts 15:7) 

Barnabas and Paul spoke: “The whole assembly became silent as they listened to Barnabas and Paul telling about the signs and wonders God had done among the Gentiles through them.” (Acts 15:12) 

James spoke: “When they finished, James spoke up. ‘Brothers,’ he said, ‘listen to me.’” (Acts 15:13)

As recorded in Acts 15, the council led the Church in one of its most profound, insightful, foresightful, and far-reaching policy decisions. They acknowledged that the Christian message does not require people to change their culture to be Christians. After conversion, the Holy Spirit will lead individuals to change what He wants them to change. Peter actively participated in this decision, even though it meant he had to backtrack and admit he had made a mistake. To Peter, the work of the church and its growth were more important than his ego, reputation, or need to be right.

Peter, the Pro-Family Man

In all the New Testament—perhaps all of the Bible—Peter drew the clearest parallel between correct family life and receiving the blessings of God. In his instructions to wives, Peter describes behavior and attitude as being a more important factor in the beauty of women than physical appearance: 

Wives, in the same way submit yourselves to your own husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, when they see the purity and reverence of your lives. Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as elaborate hairstyles and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes. Rather, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight. For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to adorn themselves. They submitted themselves to their own husbands, like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her lord. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear. (1 Peter 3:1-6) 

In the next verse, he tells husbands three ways to bless their wives so that their prayers will not be hindered. Peter taught, “Husbands, in the same way (1) be considerate as you live with your wives, and (2) treat them with respect as the weaker partner (3) and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers” (1 Peter 3:7, emphasis mine). 

In the Old Testament, Malachi drew a parallel between behavior in the family and the receiving of spiritual blessings. Weeping at the altar doesn’t get answers or blessings; obedience does. He taught: 

Another thing you do: You flood the Lord’s altar with tears. You weep and wail because he no longer looks with favor on your offerings or accepts them with pleasure from your hands. You ask, “Why?” It is because the Lord is the witness between you and the wife of your youth. You have been unfaithful to her, though she is your partner, the wife of your marriage covenant. Has not the Lord made the two of you one? You belong to him in body and spirit. And why has he made you one? Because he was seeking godly offspring. So be on your guard, and do not be unfaithful to the wife of your youth. “I hate divorce,” says the Lord God of Israel, “and I hate it when people clothe themselves with injustice,” says the Lord Almighty. So be on your guard, and do not be unfaithful. (Malachi 2:13–16)

No Christian wants his prayers hindered. Peter tells husbands that if they want God’s blessings and answers to prayer, they need to treat their wives considerately, regard them as the weaker, fragile, delicate, and fine vessels they are, and consider them equal partners in receiving the blessings of God. That is the meaning of “Be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life” found in 1 Peter 3:7.

God is my father-in-law. He likes it when I treat His daughter well. For the reader who is a husband, if you want God to bless you and answer your prayers, treat His daughter (your wife) well. The Bible teaches that there is a direct relationship between how we treat our wives and how many blessings and answers to prayer we receive. We can thank the strongly pro-family man Peter for these insights.

For Further Thought

· Have you ever had to counsel someone about the need for regular spiritual checkups and cleansings even though we are thoroughly cleansed when we are born again? How did you handle it? What might you do differently if a similar situation occurred again?
· How will you apply to your life what you learned about Peter becoming more submissive and cooperative later in life?

· What can you do for people who have erred or denied Jesus using the same tactic Jesus used in restoring Peter?

· What ways can you use your ministry gifts to help another person’s ministry just as Peter did for Phillip in Samaria?

· How will you apply in your life the lesson Peter learned at Caesarea about overcoming personal bias against people of another ethnicity, tribe, or culture?

· What can you do to demonstrate the same teachable attitude Peter showed in receiving the correction that Paul gave him in front of a group of Christians?

· What will you do when you have an opportunity to admit an error publicly?

· Were you surprised to learn that Peter made such strong pro-family statements? In what ways will you follow his instructions so that your prayers will not be hindered? 

