HOSEA

Do you realize that Hosea was a kind of living metaphor? Were you aware that God asked him to marry a harlot? Did you know that even after bearing a child for Hosea, when his wife, Gomer, ran after other men, God told Hosea to bring her back again? You might be surprised to learn that Hosea’s message focused primarily on spiritual adultery.

The human inclination to serve gods other than the one true God—idolatry—is no less important in the spiritual realm than adultery is in a human marriage. Marriage is a metaphor that teaches us about commitment, faithfulness, and fruitful productivity. Hosea’s life graphically teaches this by the negative illustration of Gomer’s adultery.

More than any other man, God required that Hosea’s personal life, attitude, and conduct prove and illustrate the reality and truth of His message. His marriage to Gomer, his love and care for her, the names of his children, and his pursuit of his repeatedly wayward, promiscuous wife all vividly illustrate God’s deep love for us. He has a strong desire for a close personal relationship with us, and He will even forgive our idolatry.

The subject of intimate experiences in marriage is only indirectly raised by Hosea’s metaphor. This subject is taken up in this chapter, however, because the whole counsel of God includes instruction in it. Beyond that, understanding the joys of physical intimacy and the spiritual lessons in it adds depth to our love for God and gives us a realistic grasp of the awfulness of idolatry.

Hosea’s wayward wife provides an example of how not to treat God. Fidelity in marriage, by indirect implication from Gomer’s error, is an illustration of how to be faithful to God.

Understanding Metaphors

Metaphors help us understand abstract truths by comparing them to concrete items; the known illustrates the unknown. They are used often in the Bible to help us understand the relationship between God and humans. Some metaphors describing God are Rock, Shepherd, Light, Father, King, and Hen. Because of the beauty and complexity of our relationship with God, many metaphors are needed. Each one shows a different aspect of the relationship, but never the whole relationship. Each metaphor has limitations; there are some things about each that do not apply to our understanding of God.

Take, for example, “God is my Rock.” A rock is solid, dependable, unshaken, and unshakable; it protects and is secure. You can build your house on it. God too is solid, dependable, unshaken, and unshakable; He protects and is secure. You can build your life on Him. But there are ways in which God is not like a rock. He is not hard, unfeeling, cold, and totally unaware that we are even there. Unlike a rock, He is warm and caring. A metaphor has the strength of rapid communication and quick perception. But we must be discerning or it could be misunderstood. 

Here’s another example: “The Lord is my Shepherd.” Our Good Shepherd is our provider, protector, and leader. He guides us and, if necessary, He will rescue us. But there are ways in which the Lord is not like a shepherd. We don’t put our brightest students out in the fields with the sheep and goats. Neither are young shepherds who watch animals in the bush all day the most informed about current events. In contrast to that, Jesus, our Shepherd, is very clever and fully aware of current events. Some things are true about shepherds that are true of God, and others are not. We must distinguish carefully in order to appreciate the value of the metaphor and apply only the applicable aspects.

One metaphor that is found repeatedly throughout the Bible has been largely, if not entirely, overlooked. The reason for this may be that it could lead to misunderstanding the relationship between ourselves and God. This is the metaphor of God as our Husband and Lover. He loves us very much. A close relationship with Him is satisfying and produces fruit. But the physical aspect of human intimacy is totally absent in our relationship with God. To think our relationship with God had anything to do with sensual or sexual matters would be a gross misconstruction.

Misconceptions about the meanings of words can be produce serious misunderstandings. The word intercourse, for example, is usually linked with sex, but its broader meaning refers to the voluntary mutual exchange of words, goods, or ideas that produces new benefits. For instance, social intercourse produces friendships, academic intercourse produces richer understandings, and commercial intercourse produces exchanges of goods. Sexual intercourse produces physical pleasure and children. Prayer is spiritual interaction (intercourse) with God, which produces creativity, the fruit of the Spirit, spiritual offspring, and great ongoing satisfaction. 

The word for “knowledge” or “to know” in the Old Testament is yada. This same word in the Hebrew language is used to indicate physical intimacy between a man and wife. Adam knew Eve, and Cain was born. Abraham knew Sarah, and Isaac was born. The same word is used in this verse: “Knowledge of the Holy One is understanding” (Proverbs 9:10). 

To appreciate the metaphor of God as our Husband, we must understand that knowing God goes much deeper than any physical experience. “To the pure, all things are pure, but to those who are corrupted and do not believe, nothing is pure. In fact, both their minds and consciences are corrupted” (Titus 1:15).

In order to properly understand God’s desire for spiritual intimacy, relational fidelity, and personal faithfulness in a close relationship with Him, let us attempt to correctly understand the metaphor of God as our Husband.

Some religions in the past, like Canaanite cults, used sex as a part of worship. Some religions in the present, such as the worship of Kali in Calcutta, India, do the same. This is clear from the temple prostitution that surrounds “worship” in those religions. The Bible-believing Christian will have none of that. 
Many times we do not know what to do with the challenges we face. Our creativity runs dry. We face complex questions and problems and do not have the answers or solutions. We must preach, but do not know what to say. We must instruct, but do not know what to teach. In those times we need the understanding that comes from being intimate with God. As a result of times of intimacy with the Father, God—the Holy One—gives us understanding. This is the central benefit we will discuss in this chapter: the fruitfulness of being intimate with God.

Hosea’s Marriage Is a Metaphor 

The message of the book of Hosea is that Israel committed idolatry, turning her back on the one true God and following after other gods. God’s faithful love for Israel was illustrated by Hosea’s patient behavior with his wayward wife, repeatedly welcoming her back to himself. Hosea is a picture of God as the loving, patient, waiting, and forgiving husband to whom Israel and we should return. 
God told Hosea to marry a harlot. “When the Lord began to speak through Hosea, the Lord said to him, ‘Go, marry a promiscuous woman and have children with her, for like an adulterous wife this land is guilty of unfaithfulness to the Lord.’ So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son” (Hosea 1:2–3).
God’s message to Israel, illustrated by Hosea’s marriage, was, “You have broken your marriage vows.” 

Hosea said to Israel, “Rebuke your mother, rebuke her, for she is not my wife, and I am not her husband. Let her remove the adulterous look from her face and the unfaithfulness from between her breasts. Otherwise I will strip her naked and make her as bare as on the day she was born; I will make her like a desert, turn her into a parched land, and slay her with thirst” (Hosea 2:2–3).

Israel’s Husband was God, and Hosea predicted she would return to Him. “She will chase after her lovers but not catch them. Then she will say, ‘I will go back to my husband as at first, for then I was better off than now’” (Hosea 2:7).

To illustrate God’s faithfulness even when He was rejected, Hosea, in obedience to God, bought unfaithful Gomer back and loved her again. 
The Lord said to me, “Go, show your love to your wife again, though she is loved by another and is an adulteress. Love her as the Lord loves the Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.” So I bought her for fifteen shekels of silver and about a homer and a lethek of barley. Then I told her, “You are to live with me many days; you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with any man, and I will behave the same way toward you.” (Hosea 3:1–3)
Imagine brokenhearted Hosea pleading for his wayward wife to return to the security, provision, and faithful love he offered her. “Come home to me, sweetheart. Those other men don’t really love you, respect you, or care about you. They are just using you. But the children and I love you and miss you. Let’s have a happy family again. I will take care of you. ” This is a touching picture of God pleading for us to return to Him and to the security, provision, and faithfulness He offers. His love for us is great, and He desires to forgive us and welcome us back to Himself.
God repeatedly brought His charges against Israel:
They will eat but not have enough; they will engage in prostitution but not increase, because they have deserted the Lord to give themselves to prostitution; old wine and new wine take away their understanding. My people consult a wooden idol and are answered by a stick of wood. A spirit of prostitution leads them astray; they are unfaithful to their God. They sacrifice on the mountaintops and burn offerings on the hills, under oak, poplar and terebinth, where the shade is pleasant. Therefore your daughters turn to prostitution and your daughters-in-law to adultery. (Hosea 4:10–13)
Hosea predicted that God would judge Israel, His unfaithful wife. “They are unfaithful to the Lord; they give birth to illegitimate children. When they celebrate their New Moon feasts, he will devour their fields” (Hosea 5:7).

God intended to marry His people. “I will betroth you to me forever; I will betroth you in righteousness and justice, in love and compassion. I will betroth you in faithfulness, and you will acknowledge the Lord” (Hosea 2:19–20).

“I will plant her for myself in the land; I will show my love to the one I called ‘Not my loved one.’ I will say to those called ‘Not my people,’ ‘You are my people”: and they will say, ‘You are my God’” (Hosea 2:23). 

An attitude of prostitution takes people away from God. “A spirit of prostitution leads them away; they are unfaithful to their God” (Hosea 4:12). “A spirit of prostitution is in their heart; they do not acknowledge the Lord” (Hosea 5:4). The proper way to relate to our true Lover and Husband is to enjoy spiritual intimacy with Him, not embracing other ideologies or attractions.
But Israel was intent on going after other lovers. “They have gone up to Assyria like a wild donkey wandering alone. Ephraim has sold herself to lovers” (Hosea 8:9).

Israel was so calloused in their spirits that they were unaware of, or at least insensitive to, the hurt they were causing their offended Lover. “Do not rejoice, Israel; do not be jubilant like the other nations. For you have been unfaithful to your God; you love the wages of a prostitute at every threshing floor” (Hosea 9:1).

If Israel would return to her God, Hosea said that the previous metaphor of Master would be replaced by the metaphor of Husband. “‘In that day,’ declares the Lord, ‘you will call me “my husband”; you will no longer call me “my master”’” (Hosea 2:16).

The Metaphor of God as Husband Elevates the Role of Physical Intimacy in Marriage
God is practical. He often uses something good to teach about something else that is good. Sex, correctly understood and experienced, was originally pure. And it still can be. God created the human race in such a way that love, moral character, intimacy, and fidelity are built into the marriage relationship. This union does not only coincidentally or secondarily illustrate our relationship with God. The marriage relationship was originally created in order to provide a suitable metaphor to illustrate our association with God.

God could have made the human race capable of reproduction in nonpersonal ways. Fish, for example, do not even have physical contact. The male spreads sperm on eggs laid on the river or ocean bottom. But God draws married partners together in heart, mind, and soul. Physical contact, pleasure, and satisfaction are important aspects of human marriage. Furthermore, between occasions of physical contact in lovemaking are periods of contentment, pleasant memories, and joyful anticipation.

Genesis 2:18 says, “The Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.’” God initiated marriage. Many things in the natural world are illustrations of some aspect of God’s greatness. Why shouldn’t marriage, including the act of intimacy, illustrate something abstract that is even more profound than the concrete action, pleasures, satisfaction, and fruitfulness of marriage? Marriage is good. Physical contact is good. God made it so.

The Song of Solomon is a love story between a king and a shepherdess. But there is a deeper layer to the understanding of that book. God has more to say in the Song of Solomon than that a king loved a shepherdess. This poem uses graphic sexual and sensual expressions to communicate a message about God’s love for us and our loving responses to Him. 

“His left arm is under my head and his right arm embraces me” (Song of Solomon 2:6).

“Your lips drop sweetness as the honeycomb, my bride; milk and honey are under your tongue” (Song of Solomon 4:11).

“Your stature is like that of the palm, and your breasts like clusters of fruit. I said, ‘I will climb the palm tree; I will take hold of its fruit. May your breasts be like clusters of grapes on the vine, the fragrance of your breath like apples, and your mouth like the best wine.’ (She responds by saying:) ‘May the wine go straight to my beloved, flowing gently over lips and teeth’” (Song of Solomon 7:7–9).

The fact that the Bible uses the experiences enjoyed by happily married spouses to illustrate God’s love says something about the correctness and purity of lovemaking. 

Sex is pleasurable and beneficial for far more than just procreative purposes; it includes intense and satisfying mutual pleasure between two married persons. The sensual expressions used in the Song of Solomon demonstrate the legitimacy of enjoying sexual intercourse in marriage. God would not have used physical lovemaking to illustrate intense mutual love between God and humans if lovemaking were bad or evil. 

Husbands and wives are taught in Scripture to considerately and lovingly meet their spouses’ sexual needs. First Corinthians 7:2–5 says: 

Since sexual immorality is occurring, each man should have sexual relations with his own wife, and each woman with her own husband. The husband should fulfill his marital duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband. The wife does not have authority over her own body but yields it to her husband. In the same way, the husband does not have authority over his own body but yields it to his wife. Do not deprive each other except perhaps by mutual consent and for a time, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control.

If the human marriage relationship is a metaphorical illustration of intimacy with God, the relationship should not be one of use, abuse, or conquest. Rather it will unselfishly focus on the happiness and contentment of the other party. The husband who is only concerned about his own physical gratification is selfish. He should proceed at a slow, gentle pace so that his wife is fulfilled as well as he is. When husbands lovingly, gently fondle and caress their wives and their wives are fully satisfied, the husband gets pleasure from the fulfillment of his manhood and the wife benefits from the experience so much she wants it again and again.

We are to be happy with our mates and celebrate the attraction of our spouses’ physical bodies. Here is the easiest verse in the Bible to obey: “May you rejoice in the wife of your youth. A loving doe, a graceful deer—may her breasts satisfy you always, may you ever be intoxicated with her love” (Proverbs 5:18–19). This enjoyment is real; it also symbolizes a rich spiritual truth about God.

Whoever has a wife is blessed. Proverbs 18:22 says, “He who finds a wife finds what is good and receives favor from the Lord.” 

Physical intimacy in marriage is sheer joy, without any stain or impurity. Hebrews 13:4 says, “Marriage should be honored by all, and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral” (Hebrews 13:4). This verse is often translated as a command, but Greek grammar allows that it could just as accurately be translated as a statement. In that case, the “should be” would be replaced by “is.” Then it would be rendered, “Marriage is honored by all and the marriage bed pure.” The statement is stronger than the command. The command requires us to do something; the statement affirms a truth.

God wants the human race to produce children to populate the earth. This too is part of the goodness of sex in marriage. Genesis 1:28 says, “Be fruitful and increase in number.” Adam and Eve were instructed to have children, evidently lots of them 

In sexual intercourse each married partner has the opportunity to give the most intense and exciting physical human experience possible to the mate they love. Married partners can be drawn closer together through this experience; similarly, in times of reflection we appreciate the spiritual lessons that can be learned about God.

The aspects of satisfaction and fruitfulness in physical human intimacy are both part of the metaphor symbolizing our intimate union with God, our Lover and Husband. God uses the most stimulating human experience possible to demonstrate His great desire for a close relationship with us. 

In order to fully appreciate this line of thought, we must avoid concepts of lust, evil, misuse, abuse, and selfishness in sex. Only in innocence, purity, holiness, and discovery can we enjoy marital intimacy in all the grandeur, holiness, and mutual satisfaction God intended. In such a relationship there is no embarrassment, shame, or holding back.

The misuse of sex as a conquest, or seduction outside of marriage, is a violation of the marriage vow and an illustration of idolatry; God hates both. Let’s flee from the disgrace, humiliation, guilt, and regrets inherent in illicit sex. Be not conformed to the outside world, but be transformed by the renewing of our minds by the Holy Spirit from within. (See Romans 12:2.)

The satisfaction and security of loving and being loved endures during the time between incidents of intimacy. This is true in human marriage and in our relationship with God. We become “intoxicated with . . . . love” (Proverbs 5:19). Having a good marriage relationship helps us understand our relationship with God better.

The Metaphor of God as Husband Teaches the Fruitfulness of Intimacy with God

Jesus taught us to get alone with the Father in prayer. “When you pray, go into your room” (Matthew 6:6). The word for room in this verse can be translated “bedchamber.” In the privacy of our places of prayer, we can have intimate times of fellowship with God. We can unashamedly pour out our hearts to Him. We can confess all our inner thoughts. God will show us His love. He will comfort us and encourage us. He will give us creative ideas that enable us to produce things for Him that look like Him.
Paul refers to the beginning of this wonderful relationship by referring to marriage. “I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to him” (2 Corinthians 11:2).
As a result of spending intimate time with God in prayer, worship, and fellowship, His creative ideas fill our hearts. These thoughts eventually come to fruition. But even before they do, the ideas in our spirits make us more prone to behave in ways pleasing to Him and less likely to yield to temptation. 

For many years I wondered why John referred to God’s “seed” being in us. Understanding the metaphor of God as Husband enables us to comprehend another dimension of the truth. Notice the vocabulary John uses to express that God’s life is in His own. “Those who are born of God will not continue to sin, because God’s seed remains in them; they cannot go on sinning, because they have been born of God” (1 John 3:9, emphasis mine).

The usual interpretation of the above verse centers on the sonship aspect of our relationship with God. This interpretation of seed communicates the fact that born-again Christians have His genes; He has given us His nature and we are His offspring. What we produce will then be an extension of His life and creative energy. He is our Father; we are His sons and daughters. His life, energy, and life-giving power are in us.

The Word of God is rich. It can have multiple interpretations and applications, and each of them communicates a valuable truth. I suggest that there is a second sense in which His vivacity, being, energy, and revitalizing power is maintained and increased. His life in us is also illustrated by a metaphor that emphasizes continuing intimacy. Closeness with Him is necessary for that creativity and invigorating power we received as God’s sons and daughters to be continually replenished as we spend time alone with God in prayer. Sonship creates His life in us; intimacy in prayer maintains it. Intimacy with God in prayer allows His life to dwell deep within our spirits, making us fruitful; we are able to pass life on to others as we minister to them. 

God’s seed—His life-producing and creative energy in us—acts as a preventative to sin. When we are filled with God’s life, we don’t want or need any other. Intimacy with God produces resistance to sin; we do not want to offend the Lover with whom we spend intimate time. Being saturated with God’s ideas in our spirits can help us resist the attraction of any would-be suitors. 

Just as “satisfaction” in adultery is short-lived, shallow, and guilt-ridden, so is the dissatisfaction of idolatry. The relationship with our divine Husband is satisfying. No other lover offers this.
God, our strong Soldier Husband, saves us, loves us, and sings joyfully over us. “The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing” (Zephaniah 3:17). Just as a husband sings of his love to his wife, so God sings over us. Even though I have been married to Char since April 1969, I still sing romantic songs to her. I want to keep our marriage fresh, romantic, and exciting. God, our Husband, is so in love with us He rejoices over us with love songs.

When Jesus came to earth and died for us, He came to find, win, and purchase His bride with His own blood. Envision His life on earth as a proposal for marriage. “Will you marry Me? I will die for you. Will you be My bride?” If you say yes, the Father and Son will shout with joy at the marriage supper of the Lamb. “To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy . . .” (Jude 24). Jesus says to the Father, “I have bought her with my blood. Isn’t she beautiful?”

The saints of God in the New Jerusalem are the bride of the Lamb. “Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready” (Revelation 19:7). “One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said to me, ‘Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb’” (Revelation 21:9). No one person is individually married to Jesus; collectively we all make up the bride of Christ. On that great day we all will be the marriage partner in the greatest wedding and longest-lasting happy relationship imaginable. There is nothing non-masculine about being a part of that joyful and celebrating crowd. 

Meanwhile, here on earth we become fruitful for God as a result of being intimate with Him. We are filled with His ideas and bear fruit for Him. Believers have God’s life-giving, creative seed in them. God’s seed symbolizes new life, energy, creative ideas, visions, hopes, and understanding. It is right for us to want God to saturate us with His thoughts. Intimacy with God is worth seeking and it is productive. When we have been intimate with God and the productive dreams and life-giving energy of God have permeated our being, after the gestation period is over and the idea He planted in us has been born, we find that the offspring looks amazingly like Him while it also looks like us. The divine and the human have partnered. The project has God’s fingerprints all over it. It is a work of art that God produced.

Yet that fruit was borne out by us. Our sermons, teachings, and writings, though planted in our spirits by God, have our likeness on them too. Our personalities and vocabularies are not overlooked. The “children” look and sound like us. So when God produces through you a good sermon or Bible lesson or any other product of godly fruitfulness, do not compare your “child” with another’s. Your prophecy or Bible lesson will have your personality in it. This is as it should be. Be fruitful and multiply. Produce many good projects for God.

The Metaphor of God as Husband Demonstrates God’s Jealousy

Hosea is not the only prophet who uses this metaphor. Isaiah says, “As a young man marries a young woman, so will your Builder marry you; as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice over you” (Isaiah 62:5).

Jeremiah adds, “I remember the devotion of your youth, how as a bride you loved me” (Jeremiah 2:2). Then notice the change in Jeremiah 2:23–25: “You are a swift she-camel running here and there, a wild donkey accustomed to the desert, sniffing the wind in her craving—in her heat who can restrain her? Any males that pursue her need not tire themselves; at mating time they will find her. Do not run until your feet are bare and your throat is dry. But you said, ‘It’s no use! I love foreign gods, and I must go after them.’”

Jerusalem, the adulterous wife in Ezekiel’s imagery, illustrates that idolatry is spiritual adultery, being unfaithful to our divine Lover and Husband. Ezekiel 16, especially verses 25 and 26, is graphic. “At every street corner you built your lofty shrines and degraded your beauty, spreading your legs with increasing promiscuity to anyone who passed by. You engaged in prostitution with the Egyptians, your neighbors with large genitals, and aroused my anger with your increasing promiscuity.”

We do not know fully now the nature of the intimacy that is possible with God, but we can and should seek to be intimate with Him. After all, God initiates the offer of intimacy; let us not spurn His gift.

Loving anything other than God more than we love God is foolish and counterproductive. God is very loving and very jealous. 

Different cultures have different representations to symbolize loyalty in marriage; for example, long hair in Corinth (1 Corinthians 11:2–16), wedding rings in the West, and leather skirts in parts of Africa. To honor our marriage to God, we should figuratively keep our hair long, wear our wedding rings, and keep our skirts down and our legs together. In other words, we will do everything necessary to show by our attitude and behavior that we are faithful to our Lover. “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If you love the world, love for the Father is not in you” (1 John 2:15). We will not love the world or the things in the world; we will be loyal to our divine Husband. 

Everyone understands a jilted husband’s jealousy. While customs of courtship, wedding practices, and marriage laws vary in each culture, the justified anger and hurt that a betrayed spouse feels is understood and recognized in them all. If idolatry is like adultery, anyone, in any culture, can readily understand what God feels when we commit idolatry.
In the lobby of a hotel in Antananarivo, Madagascar, in mid-2004, a pretty prostitute approached me and suggested I should let her be my wife while I was there. I took out my wallet and showed her a picture of Char. I told her, “I am married to the most wonderful and beautiful woman in the world. If you think I would throw this away for a short time with you, you have no idea of the trust and happiness my wife and I enjoy together. ” Then I walked away. We are to do the same thing when something of the world’s system attracts or distracts us from loving God. 

Casting idolatry in the framework of spiritual adultery enables us to see how offensive, inappropriate, and hurtful idolatry is and how it breaks God’s heart. Our divine Husband weeps over our foolishness in leaving Him, the injury we inflict upon ourselves as a result, and His own loss of someone He loves dearly.

This Metaphor Is Fully Developed in Christ and His Church

Paul the apostle joins other Bible writers to teach about our relationship with God by using the metaphor of marriage. Lessons about Christ and the Church can also explain the relationship between husband and wife. 

Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands as you do to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same way, husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After all, people have never hated their own bodies, but they feed and care for them, just as Christ does the church— for we are members of his body. (Ephesians 5:21–30)

In Paul’s treatment of marriage he uses Jesus and the Church to illustrate the obligations each partner has. Jesus gave Himself for the Church and the Church responds by submitting, obeying, and cooperating with Him as Savior, Lord, and Leader. Likewise, the husband is to give himself for his wife, nourishing her, encouraging her, caring for her, and bearing burdens for her. Following Jesus’ example, he takes responsibility to help solve problems instead of blaming her for them. 

Paul uses each relationship to illustrate the other. The husband-and-wife relationship helps us understand the relationship between Christ and the Church. The relationship between Christ and the Church, with Jesus giving Himself for her and the Church submitting to His leadership, illustrates how husbands and wives should relate to each other. 

Christ and the Church are united, and the husband and his wife are united. “‘For this reason will a man leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ This is a profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband” (Ephesians 5:31–33). Husbands are to love their wives as they love themselves and as Christ loves the Church. The Lord loves us as He loves Himself. How awesome is that! All of the redeemed beloved of God are privileged to be intimate with their divine Husband. 

For too long we have avoided using this metaphor in an understandable but unnecessary effort to avoid possible confusion. I have made this present attempt with the hope that raising these delicate subjects may open your mind more fully to the challenge to know God at ever deeper levels. Knowledge of Him is understanding, and many are the times when we need understanding.

If we neglect the metaphor of God as Husband, we miss part of the biblical emphasis on love, satisfaction, and creativity as a result of intimacy with Him. On the other hand, if we focus on it and confuse worship and sex, we risk a horrible misinterpretation of worship, such as the temple prostitution in some non-Christian religions.

One day Jesus will return in the clouds to catch His bride away to celebrate the marriage supper of the Lamb. After that we will live with Him forever in the house He is now preparing for us. You’ll never find a more romantic love story than that.

For Further Thought

· Has God ever asked you to do something in your life to illustrate spiritual truth to those around you?

· In what way would you like to improve your relationship with your spouse as a result of this chapter?

· What does it mean to you that God planted His life in you when you were born again and now maintains and increases it through your intimate relationship with Him?

· How has the idea of a romantic God impressed you?

· In what way do you plan to increase intimacy with God and experience greater fruitfulness?

· How do marital fidelity and adultery help us understand how much God loves us?

· How does Jesus’ treatment of the church exemplify the way husbands should treat their wives?

