EZEKIEL

This chapter is different from the other chapters of this book in that it focuses more on Ezekiel’s message than his life. Here we spotlight Ezekiel’s end-time prophecy, particularly as related in chapters 38 and 39. Ezekiel does have lessons for us from his life. By example he teaches us about having faith in spite of being an exile, that sin has consequences and leads eventually to destruction, and a message regarding hopefulness in spite of the devastation he saw coming to Israel. But the heart of this chapter is end-time prophecy.

Ezekiel’s perspective is more international and universal than other Hebrew prophets. Furthermore, he addresses issues involving more centuries of human history than other biblical prophecies. He does speak to his generation in a number of parables, sermons, and appeals, but because of his long-range international scope and his significant contribution to our understanding of eschatology (the doctrine of future things), we will focus on the future aspect of his messages.

Ezekiel’s prophecies are uniquely time-related, sequential, and tied to Israel’s central place among the nations of the world. They comprise a lens through which to view and interpret recent-past and current events. This chapter can be useful in understanding today’s international geopolitical developments, especially in the Middle East. Prophecy includes forth-telling and foretelling, but here we will predominately examine the latter type. 
Ezekiel Was a Prophetic Priest in Exile in Babylon
In my thirtieth year, in the fourth month on the fifth day, while I was among the exiles by the Kebar River, the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God. On the fifth of the month—it was the fifth year of the exile of King Jehoiachin—the word of the Lord came to Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, by the Kebar River in the land of the Babylonians. There the hand of the Lord was on him. (Ezekiel 1:1–3)

Ezekiel was a contemporary of Jeremiah, and like Jeremiah, he was both a priest and a prophet. But unlike Jeremiah, who prophesied in Jerusalem during Judah’s final years, Ezekiel was among the exiles already in Babylon. Several deportations took place during the declining years of Judea, and evidently Ezekiel was in one of the earlier groups of deportees.

Many times truth about God and His ways is glaringly clear in Scripture. When it comes to prophecy, however, the events predicted and the message about them is sufficiently revealed in the Bible that the inquirer can find it with effort. It is also sufficiently hidden that the unbeliever cannot—will not—find it. The student of prophecy is working with material that is intentionally unclear. Not everything is revealed, but enough is. It’s like a puzzle. It’s not conclusively clear, but clear enough. What do I mean by clear enough?

The CEO of a large and successful international corporation recently directed her company through a complicated merger with another corporation. In the process of the negotiations, she told her board that the suitability of the merger was “perfect enough.” We often strive for perfection, and when it is not attained, we back away from the proposal. But few are the times when a perfect partnership is accomplished. We usually have to be satisfied with sufficient commonality that unity can be achieved eventually. The phrase the CEO coined described this sentiment as she referred to the merger plan this way: “It is not perfect, but you can’t find perfect.” The potential for a successful merger, she stated, was “perfect enough.” 
Using that logic, the prophecies and interpretations presented here are not perfectly clear, but they are clear enough. As events unfold before our natural eyes, we may recall that Ezekiel, Isaiah, and Jeremiah saw those events centuries ago with their spiritual eyes. All can be well with our souls; God is in control of international developments.

This chapter does not give a full view of eschatology. We will concern ourselves with just one of the major focuses of Ezekiel: what happens to Israel in the last days? If eschatology is an interesting subject to you, check out some of the many helpful books available today discussing Bible prophecy and especially end-time prophecy. Our purpose in looking at Ezekiel’s prophecies here, and bringing alongside a few other Hebrew prophets, is to open our eyes to the magnitude of the plans the sovereign Lord has for the world, and to learn how He uniquely uses Israel to fulfill those plans. In the center of confusing military activities and geo-political developments in the world today, we can draw comfort, insight, and courage from knowing that God knew in advance and planned the events Ezekiel described. Nothing surprises Him.

Ezekiel used the phrase sovereign Lord again and again. It was evidently his favorite name for God. According to Today’s New English Version, Ezekiel used this name for God 210 times. In all the other books of the Bible, this name for God appears only 79 more times. With the numerous foretelling prophecies given by Ezekiel, it is easy to see that he had an unusual awareness of God’s control and involvement in human history. Perhaps he liked to use sovereign Lord because of his keen sensitivity to God’s involvement in the current events of his own time.

The sovereign Lord, speaking through a prophet in exile, gave comfort, insight, and courage to Israel of Ezekiel’s day and to observant believers in subsequent generations. Israelites and those interested in Israel can comfort one another with Ezekiel’s words, just as Paul told the Thessalonians to comfort one another with his words (see 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18). Right understanding of the sovereignty of a loving God, who stays involved in the affairs of humans, gives believers comfort, insight, and courage. All of these are good results from the prophetic Word.

Here is how Jeremiah stated it: “‘So then, the days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when people will no longer say, “As surely as the Lord lives, who brought the Israelites up out of Egypt,” but they will say, “As surely as the Lord lives, who brought the descendants of Israel up out of the land of the north and out of all the countries where he had banished them.” Then they will live in their own land’” (Jeremiah 23:7–8). Comforting words indeed.
Israel Is Favored among the Nations

God began with Abraham to build a nation through which He intended to bless the world. “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you” (Genesis 12:2–3).
Israel gave the world a Savior and the Old Testament. For centuries the rest of the nations have gained from Israel’s contributions to their ethical, spiritual, and moral progress. Many are the benefits other civilizations have received from Israel. Even for all the recorded sins and rebellions of Israel against her God, Israel’s high standard challenges the world. What other nation recorded so candidly her past faults so that future generations could learn from them? What other great man in history was as transparent as Moses was in writing the Pentateuch, in which he does not portray himself ideally, but realistically? What other civilization incorporates the immoral affairs of her most beloved king as Israel’s literature includes regarding King David? What other nation would add in a book like Jonah, which shows not only the eventual obedience of the reluctant prophetic missionary, but also the inner wrestling he underwent before finally obeying God’s command?

What other nation today has developed a desert into a garden in less than half a century? What other nation remains unrecognized as a legitimate neighbor among hostile neighbors? What other land endures constant bombardment and threats yet exercises such restraint in attempting not to antagonize her neighbors? Just as God promised to Abraham, all nations of the earth are being blessed through his descendants. The biggest blessing Israel gave us was the Savior. Even today many advances are made in science and computer technology due to research by the Israelis.

God’s Plans for Israel Are Set Aside for a Time Because of Her Sin

God originally desired to make Israel a special nation, outstanding among other kingdoms, in order for other nations to see His glory and be drawn to Himself. “This is what the Sovereign Lord says: ‘This is Jerusalem, which I have set in the center of the nations, with countries all around her’” (Ezekiel 5:5).

However, centuries of willful sin and rejection of God, God’s Word, and God’s prophets are well documented in Kings and Chronicles, Israel’s own literature. God sent many prophets to call Israel back to Himself, but in vain. Ezekiel joined his predecessors in predicting that God would punish Israel greatly for her sin, almost destroying her.
Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself am against you, Jerusalem, and I will inflict punishment on you in the sight of the nations. Because of all your detestable idols, I will do to you what I have never done before and will never do again. Therefore in your midst parents will eat their children, and children will eat their parents. I will inflict punishment on you and will scatter all your survivors to the winds. Therefore as surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, because you have defiled my sanctuary with all your vile images and detestable practices, I myself will shave you; I will not look on you with pity or spare you. A third of your people will die of the plague or perish by famine inside you; a third will fall by the sword outside your walls; and a third I will scatter to the winds and pursue with drawn sword. (Ezekiel 5:8–12)

So great would be the downfall of Israel that other nations would gloat. “This is what the Sovereign Lord says: ‘The enemy said of you, “Aha! The ancient heights have become our possession”’” (Ezekiel 36:2).

Ezekiel Predicted that After Punishment Israel Would Be Re-gathered

After God’s punishment God would bring Israel back to her homeland. Ezekiel, along with Jeremiah and other prophets, predicted Israel’s restoration. Through to the end of chapter 36, numerous Scriptures indicate God’s favor on Israel. Here is a sample.

This is what the Sovereign Lord says: “When I gather the people of Israel from the nations where they have been scattered, I will be proved holy through them in the sight of the nations. Then they will live in their own land, which I gave to my servant Jacob.” (Ezekiel 28:25)

The future prosperity would surpass the past, Ezekiel predicted:
I will multiply the number of people living on you, even the whole house of Israel. The towns will be inhabited and the ruins rebuilt. I will increase the number of people and animals living on you, and they will be fruitful and become numerous. I will settle people on you as in the past and will make you prosper more than before. Then you will know that I am the Lord. (Ezekiel 36:10–11)

God would work for Israel, but the reason was to glorify His own name among the nations. God was concerned about His reputation:

Therefore say to the house of Israel, “This is what the Sovereign Lord says: It is not for your sake, house of Israel, that I am going to do these things, but for the sake of my holy name, which you have profaned among the nations where you have gone. I will show the holiness of my great name, which has been profaned among the nations, the name you have profaned among them. Then the nations will know that I am the Lord, declares the Sovereign Lord, when I am proved holy through you before their eyes.” (Ezekiel 36:22–23).

Ezekiel repeated the prediction numerous times: “For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all the countries and bring you back into your own land” (Ezekiel 36:24).

God would, in favor to His people, bless them with internal spiritual changes: “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws” (Ezekiel 36:26–27).

Ezekiel Is Famous for this Prophecy Regarding Israel’s Restoration

The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”

I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.” 
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.’” 
So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army. 
Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’” (Ezekiel 37:1–11)

Not only would Israel be restored politically and nationally, Ezekiel said the restoration would also include a spiritual element. “They will no longer defile themselves with their idols and vile images or with any of their offenses, for I will save them from all their sinful backsliding, and I will cleanse them. They will be my people, and I will be their God” (Ezekiel 37:23).

Then the nations will know that I the Lord make Israel holy, when my sanctuary is among them forever. (Ezekiel 37:28)

From 1948 onward the world has witnessed the fulfillment of these verses. The amazing restoration of Israel to her homeland is the fulfillment of Ezekiel’s vision of the bones living again.

Were we to skip chapters 38 and 39 and move on to chapters 40 to the end of Ezekiel, it would seem that heaven came down. Indeed there are many parallels between the description of the Holy City in John’s Revelation at the end of the Bible and chapters 40 through 48 of Ezekiel. Later we will make some observations about that, but first we must look at the events described in Ezekiel 38 and 39. 
After Israel’s Restoration, Gog and Magog Wage a Great War on Israel

The war of Gog and Magog fits into the category of extraordinary and spectacular events. An unchanging God does work through cataclysmic events when necessary. He sent a universal flood, visited ten plagues on Egypt, caused the earth to open up and “swallow” rebellious persons, parted the waters four times (for Moses, Joshua, Elijah, and Elisha), rained hailstones on the Canaanites, stopped the sun, and fed thousands, and according to Peter, He will burn the entire earth with fire. In view of this record, it is not unbelievable that God would literally do what Ezekiel predicts. For the honor of His name, He will defend Israel after gathering her back from nations all over the world. The deliverance of Israel from the coalition of armies allied against her certainly qualifies as a cataclysmic intervention. God is a self-revealing Being. The deliverance from her attackers recorded in Ezekiel 38 and 39 unquestionably would be a spectacular revelation.

Israel’s six-day war of 1967 and the Yom Kippur War of 1973 illustrate God’s willingness to be as involved in geopolitical military events as He was in Bible days. In more recent years, a two-day wind storm in Iraq blew away the sand in which hundreds of deadly explosives were buried. When the wind died down, soldiers could safely drive around each of the hundreds of recently exposed land mines.

In the Gog and Magog war, all nations will see another even more spectacular, awesome, timely deliverance. The more disproportionate the military ability of Israel and the attacking coalition, the greater the deliverance. Many nations are in the attacking coalition, while, by contrast, no allies of Israel are named. God promised Abraham that He would bless the world through his descendants. In the Gog and Magog war, this will be done with extraordinary fireworks.

We do not know how much time will pass between the restoration of Israel recorded in chapter 37 and the war of Gog and Magog that is recorded in Ezekiel 38 and 39. But considerable detail is given regarding an attack against Israel by nations to the north. Bible scholars generally agree that ancient Magog, Rosh, Mesheck, and Tubal are present-day Russia and the former Soviet republics. 
Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of Magog, the chief prince of Meshek and Tubal; prophesy against him and say: “This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I am against you, Gog, chief prince of Meshek and Tubal. I will turn you around, put hooks in your jaws and bring you out with your whole army—your horses, your horsemen fully armed, and a great horde with large and small shields, all of them brandishing their swords.” (Ezekiel 38:2–4)

Ezekiel gives us many details. Notice these five important revelations regarding the Russian-led coalition’s make-up and the nature of their plan of attack: 
1. The leader of Russia will devise a political and military scheme. 
2. The Russian leader will conduct elaborate preparations. 
3. A large and powerful multinational army will be gathered. (Notice that neither Egypt nor Iraq are included.) 
4. God will oppose this Russian leader. 
5. Throughout the description, the nations that join the coalition are identified.

Ezekiel 38:4–10 says, “I will turn you around, put hooks in your jaws and bring you out with your whole army—your horses, your horsemen fully armed, and a great horde with large and small shields, all of them brandishing their swords. Persia, Cush and Put will be with them, all with shields and helmets, also Gomer with all its troops, and Beth Togarmah from the far north with all its troops—the many nations with you.”

The generally accepted modern-day names of the nations identified by Ezekiel in the above text are as follows: Persia is Iran. Cush is Sudan, Ethiopia, and possibly Eritrea. Put is Libya, Algeria, and Tunisia. Gomer is Turkey and possibly Germany and Austria. Beth Togarmah is Turkey, Armenia, and the Turkic-speaking peoples of Asia Minor and central Asia. As you can see, this is a vast array of nations.
Get ready; be prepared, you and all the hordes gathered about you, and take command of them. After many days you will be called to arms. In future years you will invade a land that has recovered from war, whose people were gathered from many nations to the mountains of Israel, which had long been desolate. They had been brought out from the nations, and now all of them live in safety. You and all your troops and the many nations with you will go up, advancing like a storm; you will be like a cloud covering the land. This is what the Sovereign Lord says: On that day thoughts will come into your mind and you will devise an evil scheme. (Ezekiel 38:4–10)

This is what will happen in that day: When Gog attacks the land of Israel, my hot anger will be aroused, declares the Sovereign Lord. In my zeal and fiery wrath I declare that at that time there shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel. (Ezekiel 38:18–19)

We can watch contemporary events to see the coalition gradually begin to form. Already Russia is on good terms with Iran and some of the other nations mentioned as members of the coalition. The disdain those nations harbor toward Israel is also apparent.

That War Has not Yet Occurred

Neither the six-day war of 1967 nor the Yom Kippur war of 1973 match the above prophecy. They were smaller, shorter wars, and Israel was enabled to defend herself. There were no spectacular or supernatural phenomena that compare with Ezekiel 38 and 39. We must watch for a later, larger-scale war against Israel coming principally from the north.

After many days you will be called to arms. In future years you will invade a land that has recovered from war, whose people were gathered from many nations to the mountains of Israel, which had long been desolate. They had been brought out from the nations, and now all of them live in safety. (Ezekiel 38:8)

Before the invasion occurs Israel will be living in relative safety and peace. 
You will say, “I will invade a land of unwalled villages; I will attack a peaceful and unsuspecting people—all of them living without walls and without gates and bars. I will plunder and loot and turn my hand against the resettled ruins and the people gathered from the nations, rich in livestock and goods, living at the center of the land.” Sheba and Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish and all her villages will say to you, “Have you come to plunder? Have you gathered your hordes to loot, to carry off silver and gold, to take away livestock and goods and to seize much plunder?” (Ezekiel 38:11–13)
Ezekiel’s narrative states that God will call this war into being publicly so all the nations will see. “You will come from your place in the far north, you and many nations with you, all of them riding on horses, a great horde, a mighty army. You will advance against my people Israel like a cloud that covers the land. In days to come, Gog, I will bring you against my land, so that the nations may know me when I am proved holy through you before their eyes” (Ezekiel 38:15–16). 
God’s purpose for organizing this war is to prove Himself holy to these nations. God plans to bring glory to Himself through this as He brings destruction on His enemies.

Amazing and Unprecedented Destruction Will Fall on the Attacking Army

A timely earthquake that is part of the phenomena that defeat Gog and Magog will be centered in Israel. “This is what will happen in that day: When Gog attacks the land of Israel, my hot anger will be aroused, declares the Sovereign Lord. In my zeal and fiery wrath I declare that at that time there shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel. The fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the beasts of the field, every creature that moves along the ground, and all the people on the face of the earth will tremble at my presence. The mountains will be overturned, the cliffs will crumble and every wall will fall to the ground” (Ezekiel 38:18–20, emphasis mine).

The world will witness an amazing spectacle. Notice the combination of catastrophic happenings that must originate from high in the sky—torrents of rain, hailstones, and burning sulfur—as well as the earthquake from below: “I will execute judgment on him with plague and bloodshed; I will pour down torrents of rain, hailstones and burning sulfur on him and on his troops and on the many nations with him” (Ezekiel 38:22).
I will send fire on Magog and on those who live in safety in the coastlands, and they will know that I am the Lord. I will make known my holy name among my people Israel. I will no longer let my holy name be profaned, and the nations will know that I the Lord am the Holy One in Israel. (Ezekiel 39:6–7)

Notice the remains of soldiers and military equipment after the battle is over. It would be difficult to imagine anything worse than the public display of God’s power on an earthly army than this.

Son of man, this is what the Sovereign Lord says: “Call out to every kind of bird and all the wild animals: ‘Assemble and come together from all around to the sacrifice I am preparing for you, the great sacrifice on the mountains of Israel. There you will eat flesh and drink blood. You will eat the flesh of mighty men and drink the blood of the princes of the earth as if they were rams and lambs, goats and bulls—all of them fattened animals from Bashan. At the sacrifice I am preparing for you, you will eat fat till you are glutted and drink blood till you are drunk. At my table you will eat your fill of horses and riders, mighty men and soldiers of every kind,’” declares the Sovereign Lord.

I will display my glory among the nations, and all the nations will see the punishment I inflict and the hand I lay on them. From that day forward the house of Israel will know that I am the Lord their God. (Ezekiel 39:17–22)

The breadth and intensity of the destruction in the world’s most catastrophic battle is without precedent. Chapter 39 concludes with a summary description of Israel’s deliverance by God:

Therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I will now restore the fortunes of Jacob and will have compassion on all the people of Israel, and I will be zealous for my holy name. They will forget their shame and all the unfaithfulness they showed toward me when they lived in safety in their land with no one to make them afraid. When I have brought them back from the nations and have gathered them from the countries of their enemies, I will be proved holy through them in the sight of many nations. Then they will know that I am the Lord their God, for though I sent them into exile among the nations, I will gather them to their own land, not leaving any behind. I will no longer hide my face from them, for I will pour out my Spirit on the house of Israel, declares the Sovereign Lord. (Ezekiel 39:25–29)

God will use these events to exalt Himself in Israel for Israel’s benefit and also to impress the nations with His glory.

Does Oil Lie Buried beneath Israel’s Surface?

Why would Russia attack Israel? What motive would be pervasive enough to attract such a large-scale coalition? Could it be petroleum wealth that has not yet surfaced? Scripture reveals such a possibility.

In late 1962, as a first-year student in a small Bible college, I took a course on the Pentateuch. That was when I first heard about Jacob and Moses prophesying oil beneath Israel’s surface. Reading Epicenter by Joel Rosenberg forty-four years later confirmed those beliefs. The following references to treasures beneath the surface are included in Scripture’s specific promises of blessings to the twelve sons of Jacob and their descendants.

Shortly before he died, Jacob called for his sons and said to them, “Gather around so I can tell you what will happen to you in days to come” (Genesis 49:1). One of the blessings Jacob foretold for Joseph was this: “Because of the Almighty, who blesses you with blessings of the heavens above, blessings of the deep that lies below, blessings of the breast and womb” (Genesis 49:25, emphasis mine).

Moses also prophesied about Joseph: “May the Lord bless his land with the precious dew from heaven above and with the deep waters that lie below” (Deuteronomy 33:13, emphasis mine).

Moses foretold regarding Zebulun: “They will summon peoples to the mountain and there offer the sacrifices of the righteous; they will feast on the abundance of the seas, on the treasures hidden in the sand” (Deuteronomy 33:19, emphasis mine).

About Asher Moses said: “Most blessed of sons is Asher; let him be favored by his brothers, and let him bathe his feet in oil” (Deuteronomy 33:24, emphasis mine).

Regarding all of Israel Moses said: “The Lord alone led him; no foreign god was with him. He made him ride on the heights of the land and fed him with the fruit of the fields. He nourished him with honey from the rock, and with oil from the flinty crag” (Deuteronomy 32:12–13, emphasis mine).

God said through Isaiah: “I will give you the treasures of darkness, riches stored in secret places, so that you may know that I am the Lord, the God of Israel, who summons you by name” (Isaiah 45:3, emphasis mine).

Is it likely that Israel will discover oil? Is it possible that oil is one of the major reasons the coalition of Ezekiel 38 and 39 is eager to swallow the defenseless nation? We cannot know for certain, but oil exploration is now progressing in Israel in the vicinity of the base of what might be called Asher’s foot, just south of the ancient land assignment to the tribe of Asher. The discovery of oil there would clearly coincide with Moses’ prediction that Asher would “bathe his feet in oil.” If this exploration is productive, we may see further events unfold in accordance with the prophecy of Ezekiel. If we take Jacob and Moses seriously, we can look for Israel to discover oil.

Ezekiel Describes the Return of Temple Worship

After chapters 38 and 39 describe the battle of Gog and Magog, the next nine chapters of Ezekiel describe the temple area, the gates to the temple court, rooms for preparing sacrifices, rooms for the priests, the new temple, the return of God’s glory, the restoration of the priesthood, and Israel’s full restoration. 
The presence of the Dome of the Rock and the Al-Aksa Mosque on the temple mount in Jerusalem today is certainly a barrier to the construction of the Jewish temple described in Ezekiel chapters 40 through 48. Could it be that the war of Gog and Magog, with its widespread destruction, accounts for the removal of all physical and political obstacles, opening the way for the restoration of the Jewish temple on that site?

What about the priesthood in that day? Kings Saul and Uzziah were punished because they usurped the privilege of the priest in their days. However, the New Testament tells us God has raised up a new priesthood, which includes you and me. The last nine chapters of Ezekiel may describe the setting for that priesthood for believers who anticipate it. Believers will be given the joy of serving as priests of God on that day. 
The New Testament says this about the roles of priests at the time described recorded by Ezekiel 40–48:

You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. (1 Peter 2:5)

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (1 Peter 2:9)

. . . and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. (Revelation 1:6)


You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth. (Revelation 5:10)
Blessed and holy are those who have part in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years. (Revelation 20:6)
Is it possible that believers will be given the joy of serving as priests of God on that day? If so, the roles of priests and the setting of the temple described in the last chapters of Ezekiel would be of particular interest to us.

Israel’s Glorious State Surpasses Former Glories

Isaiah and other prophets join Ezekiel in attesting to the restoration of Israel’s house of worship along with unprecedented international influence:

In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established as the highest of the mountains; it will be exalted above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. 
Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” The law will go out from Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 
He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. (Isaiah 2:2–4)

The river flowing from the temple is described along with the trees at the water’s edge: “Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both banks of the river. Their leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail. Every month they will bear fruit, because the water from the sanctuary flows to them. Their fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing” (Ezekiel 47:12).

Ezekiel’s river gives another perspective, providing a parallel description for the river described in the last chapter of the Bible written by the apostle John: “. . . down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations” (Revelation 22:2). Put the descriptions of the rivers of Ezekiel 47 and Revelation 22 together, and we have a glorious picture of beauty and depth in the water, healing and health from all kinds of fruit trees, and many types of fish. 
Here is another detail of the restored Jerusalem in the Bible. Is it possible that the ark of the covenant and other treasured items from the temple will be restored to it? The following prophecy of Jeremiah suggests that. “Yes, this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says about the things that are left in the house of the Lord and in the palace of the king of Judah and in Jerusalem: ‘They will be taken to Babylon and there they will remain until the day I come for them,’ declares the Lord. ‘Then I will bring them back and restore them to this place’” (Jeremiah 27:21–22, emphasis mine).

Ezekiel, the foreteller of events involving Israel at the center of international developments, provides the insight, comfort, and courage Christians need as we watch geopolitical phenomena unfold before our eyes. If the events spoken of by Ezekiel actually take place in our lifetimes, we can rest assured that the sovereign Lord to whom Ezekiel referred is indeed in control and working His purpose in the world. Those who do not know the Lord or the prophecies of the Bible may feel that the fate of the human race has spun out of control. But those who know and believe Bible prophecy can be calm and confident in our God. Ezekiel provides the prophecy that gives us assurance through times of tumultuous geopolitical developments.

Ezekiel’s prophecy will afford comfort, insight, and courage to persons living in these troubled times of cataclysmic events. Ezekiel teaches that the Lord is sovereign. He will restore and protect Israel, and us, because He takes care of His own. This lesson from Ezekiel’s prophecy is uniquely valuable to us today.

For Further Thought

· How has this chapter drawn a closer connection in your mind between what you are doing now to serve the Lord and what you will do to serve Him as a priest in His eventual kingdom? 
· In what way does the study of future things encourage you?

· What does Israel’s favored position among the nations teach about our duty to pray for Israel and Jerusalem? Do you now, more than before you read this chapter, feel the need to pray for these countries?

· What lesson can we learn from the fact that God set Israel aside for her sin?

· Do you see a similarity between current events and what God said through Ezekiel centuries ago?

· What new insights did you receive by looking at Israel’s restoration as portrayed in Ezekiel’s valley of dry bones and the subsequent chapters?

· What is happening today that looks similar to Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39?

· What comes to your mind when you try to imagine the catastrophic events recorded in God’s deliverance of Israel as recorded in Ezekiel chapters 38 and 39?

· What does the discovery of oil in Israel mean to you?

· Do you see yourself participating in the temple activities and worship described in Ezekiel 40–48? 
