JEREMIAH
Did you know that Jeremiah never married? And that God told him not to marry? Were you aware that even though Jeremiah was not to marry, in the spirit he understood idolatry as spiritual adultery? Did you realize that getting rid of hindrances to ministry is one of the important preparations for service to the Lord?

The development of high ethical and moral standards helps Christians become trustworthy. If a Christian is not trustworthy, how can anyone follow his or her leadership? If a minister of the gospel is not consistent and persistent in the pursuit of righteousness, how will anyone consider him or her worthy of being followed? 

It appears that no one in Scripture, other than Jesus, suffered more for the sake of his message and yet was as true to his calling than Jeremiah. No one in Scripture more perfectly exemplifies how to be faithful to a difficult vocation of public ministry with perseverance and steadfastness. By how he lived and what he wrote, Jeremiah still speaks to godly leaders today.

What did Jeremiah know that enabled him to be so consistent and strong in the face of the difficulties and adversities, the personal persecution, death threats, and imprisonments he experienced? What about this man made him such a stalwart tower of unshakable strength? Is there something in his belief system that we can learn and adopt? If we think like Jeremiah thought, could we too become bold, brave, and courageous?

Jeremiah Understood His Call

Jeremiah knew that God was intimately involved in his pre-birth creation and development. “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations” (Jeremiah 1:5, emphasis mine).

David had the same insight. “For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body” (Psalm 139:13–16).

Isaiah said the same thing about Jacob. “But now listen, Jacob, my servant, Israel, whom I have chosen. This is what the Lord says—he who made you, who formed you in the womb, and who will help you: do not be afraid, Jacob, my servant, Jeshurun, whom I have chosen” (Isaiah 44:1–2, emphasis mine).

Isaiah believed it about himself as well. “And now the Lord says—he who formed me in the womb to be his servant to bring Jacob back to him and gather Israel to himself, for I am honored in the eyes of the Lord and my God has been my strength” (Isaiah 49:5, emphasis mine).

Isaiah also believed it was inappropriate to be critical of the Creator. “Woe to those who quarrel with their Maker, those who are nothing but potsherds among the potsherds on the ground. Does the clay say to the potter, ‘What are you making?’ Does your work say, ‘The potter has no hands’? Woe to those who say to their father, ‘What have you begotten?’ or to their mother, ‘What have you brought to birth?’ This is what the Lord says—the Holy One of Israel, and its Maker: concerning things to come, do you question me about my children, or give me orders about the work of my hands?” (Isaiah 45:9–11). Isaiah believed in self-acceptance.

From a biological standpoint, we understand the human reproductive process today much more clearly than Jeremiah, David, or Isaiah did. But those ancient men knew something that many do not know: that God is in control of every intricate detail of the creation of each new baby. You only need to compare yourself with your siblings to catch a glimpse of the vast possibilities of differences, even when siblings are produced by the same biological parents. Who made you the way you are?

Every baby girl is born with hundreds of thousands of eggs in her ovaries, each with the potential to be fertilized and become a living human being. Beginning at puberty, one or more of these eggs move down fallopian tubes from the ovaries to the womb each month and position themselves to be fertilized by a sperm. Who decides which egg becomes a baby? A man’s body can produce 500 million sperm in a day. From 75 to 900 million sperm are deposited in a woman’s body at one time. In a man’s lifetime, his body will produce millions of billions of sperm, each with the potential to fertilize a human egg. Who decides which sperm will reach the egg first? Among the number of eggs produced by your mother, multiplied by the number of sperm produced by your father, there was one chance in trillions that you would be become precisely the way you are. Yet it happened. You are the only person just like you. 

Jeremiah, David, and Isaiah stated that God personally creates every baby. Am I to believe that Jeremiah was created by God and that I am a mistake? Do you believe that God made David the way He wanted David to be, but there’s something inherently wrong with you? Each of us is a unique creation, masterfully designed, just the way God intended us to be. When you get a chance, tell someone, “God did a good job when He made me. He did a good job when He made you too.”
Throw your shoulders back and hold your head up high. You are a masterpiece, intentionally placed in your generation in your geographic location. Paul preached that God “marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands” (Acts 17:26). You are God’s person, placed in God’s chosen timing in history and in the exact setting God planned for you. Do not let any person, or any spiritual being, rob you of the dignity, joy, confidence, and courage God intends for you to enjoy as you go about fulfilling His purposes for your life. What you do with what God has made you to be is your choice and responsibility, but God did a good job. So be confident. Be strong.

God’s plan for Jeremiah’s life included his being single. “Then the word of the Lord came to me: ‘You must not marry and have sons or daughters in this place.’ For this is what the Lord says about the sons and daughters born in this land and about the women who are their mothers and the men who are their fathers: ‘They will die of deadly diseases. They will not be mourned or buried but will be like dung lying on the ground. They will perish by sword and famine, and their dead bodies will become food for the birds and the wild animals’” (Jeremiah 16:1–4).

Jeremiah shows character, submission, contrition, and strength by his obedience to God’s command.

Jeremiah Understood Tearing Down as Preparation for Building

“See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant” (Jeremiah 1:10).

Jeremiah understood a simple principle: before you build, you must tear down whatever is on the current site. Before the home you live in now was constructed, the land had to be cleared; whatever was on the land had to be removed. It may have been trees, rocks, a mound of dirt, or an earlier structure. Only after the ground was cleared and prepared for the foundation was it possible to start building. Otherwise, the new structure would either have to be built around the obstacle or it would crumble for lack of good foundation.

The same is true of building God’s church or a Christian life that has strength, beauty, and stability. Spiritual forces occupy each geographic area of the world. They do not yield easily to an invasion by an agent representing the kingdom of God. These invisible forces arrayed in their assigned territories against God’s kingdom and Church must be dealt with before we can gain entrance into their territory. They must be uprooted, torn down, destroyed, and overthrown. 

According to 2 Corinthians 10:4–5, we are able to cast down every evil imagination that exalts itself against God. “The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” If we do not demolish the dark forces before we proceed, we cannot successfully build the kingdom of God. 

On the island of Cyprus (Acts 13:6–11) and in the city of Philippi (Acts 16:16–18), Paul had to deal with evil spirits in order to make progress in his work.

According to Jesus, the advance of the Church will continue in the face of spiritual resistance, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. “I will build my church, and the gates of death will not overcome it” (Matthew 16:18). But those statements are made on the assumption that the Church is on the move, on the offensive, taking territory. We are the aggressors and we shall win. The gates of hell (death) cannot resist God’s Church. As we wrestle against rulers, authorities, and powers of this dark world, and the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms, we are preparing the spiritual atmosphere to give place to the building of the kingdom of God and the Church. This spiritual preparation must take place before we can fully succeed in church planting, evangelism without reversion, permanent kingdom growth, physical health, and victory. 

An alternate interpretation of Matthew 16:18 suggests these verses refer to the grave, or Hades, the place of the dead. In that case, the meaning would be that death will not triumph over the Church in the last day. The gates of Hades will open and the Church will be resurrected. While such an interpretation is consistent with other teachings in the Bible, the interpretation I have mentioned is also consistent with the teachings of the Bible and yet has a more encouraging and applicable message.
The same principle of tearing down before constructing anew applies to the individual who wants to build strong character, unshaken and unshakable faith, confidence in God, and continuing and prevailing maturity, growth, and development in Christ, becoming a disciple and soldier of Christ. Works of the flesh must first be uprooted, destroyed, and overthrown. In a New Testament parallel passage, Paul says, “You were taught with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness” (Ephesians 4:22–24). Any attempt to build character on a cluttered or unprepared site, where evil characteristics linger, will result in a shaky foundation or malformation. 

If you want to bear the fruit of the Spirit and glorify God with good works throughout your long and fruitful life, you must deal with the negative issues and hindrances, as well as build the positive issues and beautiful behaviors that glorify God. It is essential to tear down some sinful strongholds before you construct an edifice that honors God; first prepare the site, then build the building. Jeremiah understood this; that is one of the reasons he was strong.

Jeremiah Understood Idolatry as Spiritual Adultery

Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem: “This is what the Lord says: ‘I remember the devotion of your youth, how as a bride you loved me and followed me through the wilderness, through a land not sown.’” (Jeremiah 2:2)

How can you say, “I am not defiled; I have not run after the Baals”? See how you behaved in the valley; consider what you have done. You are a swift she-camel running here and there, a wild donkey accustomed to the desert, sniffing the wind in her craving—in her heat who can restrain her? Any males that pursue her need not tire themselves; at mating time they will find her. Do not run until your feet are bare and your throat is dry. But you said, “It’s no use! I love foreign gods, and I must go after them.’” (Jeremiah 2:23–25)

Jeremiah understood that sexual adultery was an appropriate illustration of idolatry. He is not alone in understanding that our intimate relationship with God is illustrated in marriage fidelity. Solomon, Isaiah, Ezekiel, Hosea, Zephaniah, Paul, and John all portrayed believers as the wife or bride of Christ and adultery as an illustration of idolatry.

Jeremiah is just as graphic as other writers, but no more so. In his writings, Israel is first presented as the young bride who loved and followed her Lover through the wilderness. Later in the same chapter, Israel is the unfaithful wife who, like a wild donkey or she-camel, is sniffing and running after other lovers. With such language Jeremiah pled with Israel to return to her God. Though his message was largely rejected, we can catch from it a glimpse of the motivation of Jeremiah’s unflinching, unwavering fidelity. He was absolutely faithful through all the struggles. 
When we understand this marital metaphor, you and I will also want to be God’s faithful partners.

Many Christians are in love with the things of the world. Some are tempted, for example, to turn to witchcraft to get their own way when God refuses or delays to grant their requests. In some places believers practice New Age methodologies or other Eastern religions. These modern-day idolatries are spiritual adultery. The man or woman of God has no business pursuing any idol or false religion. Let us keep our hearts and minds pure, focused only on God and His ways
Jeremiah Had a Strong Message from God and Could Not Help but Speak

Therefore this is what the Lord God Almighty says: “Because the people have spoken these words, I will make my words in your mouth a fire and these people the wood it consumes.” (Jeremiah 5:14)

You deceived me, Lord, and I was deceived; you overpowered me and prevailed. I am ridiculed all day long; everyone mocks me. Whenever I speak, I cry out proclaiming violence and destruction. So the word of the Lord has brought me insult and reproach all day long. But if I say, “I will not mention his word or speak anymore in his name,” his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot. (Jeremiah 20:7–9)

The power of Jeremiah’s message was strong, not insipid or merely professional. We must present strong messages, not just loud messages. Let’s have fire in our bones that determines our words and sermons. Let the power of the message of God come through in what we say and how we say it.

God’s anointing is not the same as emotion, but it is often communicated with emotion. How much emotion do you put into your conversations, teachings, or sermons about God? Do you ever weep as you speak? Does your voice ever crack? Or are you always composed, in total control of your emotions, and as a result come across as dry, monotone, unfeeling, cold, calculated, and boring? I am not saying that every sermon or discussion about God needs to be presented with tears running down our cheeks. But if weeks go by and we are never emotional at any point, we may have become so professional that the prophetic element is lacking. We may be missing the touch of God in our own hearts. People are fearful, suffering, angry, in pain, grieving, without hope, bound by forces of darkness. Others are lulled to sleep by complacency. You and I have the word of life that can change lives. First let it change yours; then allow the life-giving power of God change others.

If you are a pastor or church leader, I assume that you are studying and preparing messages with significant content. But careful examination of the text tends to make us academic in our approach and presentation. After the study, do you add conviction and energy to the good content? Are you convicted yourself? Do you say something strong, provocative, stimulating, motivating, stinging, or convicting to the passive in your congregation? To the troubled, do you say something calming, relieving, and comforting? After all your preparation is complete, ask God to put power, energy, and force in your life and in your message.

I am not speaking of volume or empty emotion. There is a huge difference between the anointing of the Holy Spirit on good content and shallow human emotion that attempts to compensate for lack of content or deep convictions with mere emotion, volume, or play acting.

Jeremiah Appreciated the Difference between God’s and Human’s Value Systems

Each of us makes decisions about how we spend time and money based on our personal sense of values. A sports enthusiast will use his free hours reading and talking about sports. If he has the money, he will spend it attending a sporting event. If someone values education, she will use her time attending classes, reading, and studying. If she can afford it, she will spend her money in pursuit of education. If a person highly values family, he or she will spend time accordingly and use financial resources in a way consistent with that value.

Of course, God has a different sense of values from ours. Humans may see certain things on earth as important, but God knows that the only things that are of real value are the things that will last into eternity. Human beings may value pleasure, recognition, position, material possessions, physical strength, athletic ability, human knowledge, or the intellect to assimilate and use knowledge. But what if we were able in this life to know what God valued? Imagine if it were possible to make decisions now so that when we left this life and entered into the next one, we would have no regrets about what we valued and what we held lightly, and how we used our time and money while here?

The Bible says we are to get wisdom, so wisdom itself is not wrong; it is valuable. The promises of God include physical healing, which implies that health and physical strength are of value. God’s promises of provision include financial blessings if we seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, use our finances in God-glorifying ways, and do not make obtaining money our major goal in life. So having money is not wrong. But notice the wisdom of these words from Jeremiah:

This is what the Lord says: “Let not the wise boast of their wisdom or the strong boast of their strength or the rich boast of their riches, but let those who boast boast about this: that they understand and know me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,” declares the Lord. (Jeremiah 9:23–24)

Wisdom, strength, and riches can glorify God when used correctly. But God’s Word says that none of these three is worth boasting about. If we are going to boast, it should be in our understanding and knowledge of God, realizing that He delights in kindness, justice, and righteousness.

God likes it when we help people and are nice to them. He is pleased when we are just, which includes punishing wrong as well as rewarding right deeds. God takes pleasure in our doing right things. Romans 13:1–4 says that the government—including policemen if they are acting righteously—exists to enforce rightness. Right living is more valuable to God than earthly wisdom, strength, and riches. Valuing it will bring us to heaven with no regrets about what we cherished in this life. 
Jeremiah understood this. That is how he could serve God so tenaciously in spite of the severe opposition he faced. Jeremiah’s sense of values was consistent with God’s, so he kept serving and speaking faithfully. Because he was renewed from within, he could resist conformity to exterior social pressures.
Jeremiah Submitted to God’s Plan and Wanted God’s Correction

“Discipline me, Lord, but only in due measure—not in your anger, or you will reduce me to nothing” (Jeremiah 10: 24). “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9). In these two verses, Jeremiah tells us how to deal with our own deceiving hearts. By example, he recommends asking God to discipline us.

It is to our advantage to receive God’s refining corrections. Would you rather have the ego-satisfying feeling you get from insisting you are right even when you are wrong, or be corrected so that you become more useful to God? We all like to feel right, but wouldn’t you rather be right, even though the process of becoming right is painful and humbling, than to continue to only feel right?

Jeremiah tells us our hearts are so deceitful, we do not adequately comprehend how deceived by them we are. There are faults and sins in our lives of which we are not aware. Jeremiah had the courage and wisdom to ask God to shine His light into every corner, box, closet, and cupboard of his heart so that he might be rid of them. “Discipline me, Lord,” he asked. Our accuser, the devil, is happy to tell us how bad we are, but he intends our destruction. It is far more productive to ask God to reveal our sin to us, because He will forgive and cleanse us. Then we can be more fruitful for Him.

If you join Jeremiah in asking God to discipline you in due measure, you have access to the most accurate insight, the wisest counsel, the kindest critique, the gentlest correction, and the most perfectly well-intended and executed refinement process ever known in human experience.

I fear correction. But I fear fruitlessness even more. I dread being told I am wrong. But I dread even more being less than I could be. I do not like finding out what I have been doing wrong. But I like even less continuing in my pride what I could change were God to correct me, even if He corrects me through another person. I would rather someone told me what I needed to hear than for someone to tell me what he or she thinks I want to hear. If I have the reputation of being easy to correct, there is a better chance that people will tell me what I need to know than if I have the reputation of stubbornly clinging to my own thought patterns, behaviors, and opinions.

Jeremiah Understood Development through Difficulties

Do you want to eventually have more influence than you have now? Do you want to eventually be more successful than you are now? Do you want to eventually handle bigger tasks and carry more responsibility than you do now? If so, then you need to know the process God uses to get you from where you are to where He and you want you to be.

If you have raced with people on foot and they have worn you out, how can you compete with horses? If you stumble in safe country, how will you manage in the thickets by the Jordan? (Jeremiah 12:5)

Jeremiah uses a logical sequence in contrasting two things that are relatively easy with two things that are more difficult. The lesson in both of the comparisons is the same, but the imagery is different. In the first image, a runner races against other runners more easily than he runs against horses. In the second image, a runner runs more easily in the safe country than he can run through the thick bush. In both instances, God is saying that the present level of difficulty we are experiencing is easy compared to the race we must run if we expect to have more influence, success, or responsibility. 

One of my students told me he wanted to move forward to a more difficult level of scholarly achievement. So when he complained to me about a professor who was giving him trouble with his term paper, I confronted him. “You tell me you want to advance to doctoral studies and earn a Ph.D. If you can’t handle your professor’s critique of your master’s-level term paper, how do you expect to ever write a doctoral thesis?” He thanked me for the question.

We each need to learn to handle our present challenges without complaining. God is only complimenting us when he provides a training program that will stretch us to become more influential, successful, and useful to Him. Learn how to interpret adversity. Develop the ability to cooperate with God’s plan for your development. Experience how God builds His Church and His people, and work with His plan without complaining.

Jeremiah’s Word for Pastors: Love and Care for Sheep

God loves, defends, and provides for pastors. Pastors are very close to His heart because they represent Him and serve as His under-shepherds. But the shepherds are there for the sheep, not the reverse. Jesus loves shepherds because He loves sheep. He provides for the care of sheep by appointing His called and chosen servants to follow His example in serving them.

Some pastors have these roles turned around. They want to be served by the sheep. They enjoy too much the respect that goes with their office. Some pastors beat the sheep. Some scold the sheep. These “servants” would enjoy their work much more if they learned to serve from the heart.

Jesus is the model Shepherd. He served His sheep and we are to follow His example. Jeremiah and Peter have excellent instructions for us on these points.

“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my pasture!” declares the Lord. Therefore this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says to the shepherds who tend my people: “Because you have scattered my flock and driven them away and have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow punishment on you for the evil you have done,” declares the Lord. “I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries where I have driven them and will bring them back to their pasture, where they will be fruitful and increase in number. I will place shepherds over them who will tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be missing,” declares the Lord. (Jeremiah 23:1–4)

Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them—not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.” (1 Peter 5:2–4) 

If you as a pastor or church leader find yourself valuing your prestige or position more than your people, you need to repent. Ask God to change your heart and give you a love for your people. If you want to be like Christ, you will be willing to lay down your time, interests, attention—your life—for the sheep He gives you. If you find yourself lacking in the qualities of love and caring, submit your heart to God and let Him make you into the shepherd He wants you to be.

Jeremiah Preached Timely and Specific Messages

Sometimes Jeremiah preached that things would go well. Sometimes he preached doom. Each message was accurately and appropriately presented to the right target audience. He did not have automatic messages that were often repeated; he always spoke with clarity and specificity. 

To the Jews in Babylon Jeremiah sent a message that pertained to the Jews who had obeyed God by submitting to the Babylonian government and were settling down in Babylon. “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future’” (Jeremiah 29:11).

To the Jews and leaders in Mizpah left behind in the land serving the Babylonian government’s interest, Jeremiah sent this message: “Gedaliah son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, took an oath to reassure them and their men. ‘Do not be afraid to serve the Babylonians,’ he said. ‘Settle down in the land and serve the king of Babylon, and it will go well with you. I myself will stay at Mizpah to serve the Babylonians who come to us, but you are to harvest the wine, summer fruit and olive oil, and put them in your storage jars, and live in the town you have taken over’” (Jeremiah 40:9–10). This was not a welcome word, but Jeremiah preached it as God’s message for those people at that time.

It is easy for preachers to get stuck in a rut. We teach our favorite subjects based on earlier revelation and tend to think of one solution as the cure-all for every problem. Jeremiah teaches us to stay sensitive to what the Lord’s message is for any specific group of people. The Greek language helps us with this issue by having two words for word. Logos means “word” in the general sense, and rhema means a specific word directed to a specific situation. We need to know both. We teach and preach general truth about God, man, and the relationship between them; we also deliver specific messages to specific groups. 

Jeremiah Knew the Faithfulness of God

Jeremiah’s message was repeatedly rejected. Rare were the times when anyone listened to him. When his ministry was rejected, Jeremiah felt rejected. Rejection when you are wrong is understandable and, though painful, can be helpful. But to be rejected for delivering a righteous message of truth from God can be a bitter experience.

Jeremiah endured personal persecution. His listeners turned on him again and again, even while contemporary history was proving that his messages had been accurate.

Jeremiah observed Judah’s intense suffering. All the grievous hardships described in Lamentations and Jeremiah were unnecessary. Had his listeners received his message, those sufferings could have been avoided. “Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:21–23).

In spite of all the difficulties, Jeremiah saw the mercy, goodness, and faithfulness of God. Can you see them, too, even in the face of all the trials in your life? If you want to serve God consistently and fruitfully, you must have the same faith that allowed Jeremiah to see the faithfulness of God in the face of overwhelming adversity. God needs you to be a Jeremiah today. He will make you strong. And He will show you His steadfast love in the difficulties.
Jeremiah Learned through Suffering 

Jeremiah was arrested under false charges. He suffered humiliation and physical difficulties for having obeyed God.

After the Babylonian army had withdrawn from Jerusalem because of Pharaoh’s army, Jeremiah started to leave the city to go to the territory of Benjamin to get his share of the property among the people there. But when he reached the Benjamin Gate, the captain of the guard, whose name was Irijah son of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah, arrested him and said, “You are deserting to the Babylonians!” 
“That’s not true!” Jeremiah said. “I am not deserting to the Babylonians.” 

But Irijah would not listen to him; instead, he arrested Jeremiah and brought him to the officials. They were angry with Jeremiah and had him beaten and imprisoned in the house of Jonathan the secretary, which they had made into a prison. Jeremiah was put into a vaulted cell in a dungeon, where he remained a long time. 

Then King Zedekiah sent for him and had him brought to the palace, where he asked him privately, “Is there any word from the Lord?” 

“Yes,” Jeremiah replied, “you will be delivered into the hands of the king of Babylon.” 
Then Jeremiah said to King Zedekiah, “What crime have I committed against you or your attendants or this people, that you have put me in prison? Where are your prophets who prophesied to you, ‘The king of Babylon will not attack you or this land?’ But now, my lord the king, please listen. Let me bring my petition before you: do not send me back to the house of Jonathan the secretary, or I will die there.” 

King Zedekiah then gave orders for Jeremiah to be placed in the courtyard of the guard and given a loaf of bread from the street of the bakers each day until all the bread in the city was gone. So Jeremiah remained in the courtyard of the guard. (Jeremiah 37:11–21)

Even Jesus learned through suffering. “Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered” (Hebrews 5:8). Do you think the disciple is greater than his Master?

The apostle Paul suffered perhaps more than any New Testament person other than Jesus according to Paul’s own record. God even gave him advance notice that he would suffer for the Lord: “I will show him how much he must suffer for my name” (Acts 9:16).

“Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope” (Romans 5:3–4). 
Jeremiah was willing to suffer for his message and his Master. An influential Christian has a difficult assignment because people look up to and sometimes lean on him or her, but the rewards are eternal.

Jeremiah Knew the Value of Humbling Himself before God

God has been developing leaders since long before we came up with the clever idea of leadership development. In Jeremiah’s case one of the things God used was suffering.
There is a pattern in the suffering experienced by some of the Bible’s greatest leaders. David was afflicted under Saul and learned how to entrust his career to the hands of the Lord. Jeremiah knew that if he humbly submitted to God’s training program, God would eventually raise him up.

It is good for people to bear the yoke while they are young. Let them sit alone in silence, for the Lord has laid it on them. Let them bury their faces in the dust—there may yet be hope. Let them offer their cheeks to one who would strike them, and let them be filled with disgrace. For people are not cast off by the Lord forever. Though he brings grief, he will show compassion, so great is his unfailing love. For he does not willingly bring affliction or grief to any human being. (Lamentations 3:27–33)

If we servants of God fight with the sheep He has assigned us to serve, or are egotistical, proud, bossy, or demanding, God cannot use us mightily. He allows difficulties to correct and train us. How did Jeremiah know it was good for a young man to humble himself if he did not learn this through personal experience? When he was afflicted, he further humbled himself in the self-affliction of fasting and sincere repentance before God. The resulting rewards of restoration, lifting, and usefulness taught him so he could teach others. 
When God allows suffering to come your way, do you immediately try to reject it? Or do you ask God to use it in your life to make you what He wants you to be? Are you a Jeremiah?

For Further Thought

· Have you ever felt your message so strongly that you knew you couldn’t not give it? What did you do?
· How do you plan to align your value system more closely with God’s now that you know the three things about which Jeremiah says we should not boast?

· Have you experienced enough of God’s helpful corrections that you realize it is a great advantage to be corrected by a perfectly wise and perfectly loving God? How did you react when you acknowledged this?
· How do you plan to make use of Jeremiah’s teaching about God developing us through difficulties?

· Has God ever had to defend His sheep against you? If so, how well did you listen to Him?

· Meditate on a time when God gave you a specific message for a certain group of people. How did they respond? How did you feel after delivering that message?

· Have there been times when God revealed His great faithfulness to you?

· In what respect would you like to follow Jeremiah’s example in learning through suffering?

· If you have ever humbled yourself in an extreme way, such as prolonged fasting or praying all night, in a special effort to seek God, how did He respond to you?

