ISAIAH
Did you know that Isaiah volunteered for service? Were you aware that Isaiah described personal peace as a benefit of faith in God possibly more clearly than any other writer? Did you realize that Isaiah the poet penned some of the most lofty prose in the Bible describing the Messiah?

Isaiah prophesied in Judah and Jerusalem during the years of decline in Israel, the northern kingdom. During the year Uzziah died in Jerusalem, Isaiah volunteered to serve. Uzziah reigned for fifty-two years, and most of those years he was a godly leader and enjoyed success. But at the end of his reign he became proud, usurped the authority of a priest, and burned incense in the temple. As punishment, leprosy broke out on his forehead, eventually leading to his death. His son reigned in his place until Uzziah died. Then Jotham became king.

Isaiah saw visions during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. Why did he not prophesy during the time of Hezekiah’s son Manasseh? Was Isaiah active only until Hezekiah died? Tradition says Manasseh had Isaiah sawn in two. That would stop visions! Did Manasseh kill Isaiah soon after beginning to reign? That’s unlikely since Manasseh was only twelve years old at the time. Many of these questions must remain unanswered. But this is the political setting in which Isaiah served.

Isaiah Responded to a Need and God’s Question 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: with two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory.”
At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. “Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”
Then one of the seraphs flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had taken with tongs from the altar. With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.”
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” 
And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” (Isaiah 6:1–8)
God in His glory revealed Himself to Isaiah. God filled the temple. Angels sang and the whole place shook. In that setting, Isaiah recognized his own personal inadequacy. An angel announced his forgiveness. When Isaiah heard the Lord ask, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” he promptly volunteered for service.

In Isaiah’s case, as in many other instances in biblical and church history, seeing a need coupled with an awareness that God was speaking about it constituted a call. This happened, for example, to William Carey. Carey was a shoe cobbler, but he could not escape the map of the world on the wall of his cobbler’s shop. He saw a need. Eventually, he started the Protestant missionary movement by writing a book about the use of practical means such as missionary societies to raise funds for doing missions work, awakening his generation. He also served many fruitful years in India. 
Isaiah’s experience teaches us that the response to a need can be a call. When we see a need, we should ask ourselves, “Is meeting this need my call?” In Isaiah’s case the need he observed was accompanied by a question from God: “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” (Isaiah 6:8).
Isaiah’s experience also teaches that righteousness is not a requirement for a call. Isaiah’s reaction when he saw the Lord filling the temple was to acknowledge his own sinfulness and unworthiness. God forgave him and cleansed him, just as God cleans up each of the tools He uses. 
Isaiah’s next response was to volunteer. Two major issues are illustrated in Isaiah’s call: (1) recognizing a need accompanied by the witness of the Spirit can constitute a call, and (2) you don’t have to be perfect to be called.

What needs do you see in your church, community, city, or nation? Is it possible that God will use your sensitivity to that need to stir you up to Christian service? Isaiah, Nehemiah, and William Carey each saw needs and responded. What needs do you see? Will you repeat Isaiah’s famous words, “Here am I. Send me”? Or will you listen to the accuser as he tells you that you are not good enough and are not qualified to be called by God?

Isaiah Understood the Rewards of Faith

Godly virtues often have personal reward built into them. Patience, for example, is its own reward; peace is the reward for patience. The patient person does not have to struggle with the emotional discomfort of frustration—he feels none or little of that because of his patience. In a similar vein, Isaiah understood the relationship between faith in God and personal peace. He said, “If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all” (Isaiah 7:9). He also said, “You [God] will keep in perfect peace those whose minds are steadfast, because they trust in you” (Isaiah 26:3).

In addition, Isaiah penned these well-known words: “He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak. Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint” (Isaiah 40:29–31).

The person who trusts in God enjoys the tranquil quietness of spirit that accompanies such trust. He also enjoys renewed strength when he is weary. Isaiah understood this. For him, faith and trust was the only way to experience peace of mind. 

Isaiah Enjoyed a Picturesque Understanding of the Messiah

Isaiah not only was very poetic, he also had an acute sense of what God was saying. Notice the following announcement, which includes the familiar words we hear so often at Christmastime:

Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan— 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as soldiers rejoice when dividing the plunder. 

For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. Every warrior’s boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. (Isaiah 9:1–7)
The poetic picture of the greatness of the Messiah in Isaiah 9:1–7, and the pathos and sensitive sentiment of Isaiah’s description of the suffering Messiah in 53:1–12, reveal deep insights into the life and ministry of Jesus. These often-quoted verses display ideas that help us interpret the historic record of Jesus’ ministry as described in the Gospels. The written narrative of Jesus’ life causes us to feel certain emotions, but not like Isaiah’s insightful prophecies. 
How could Isaiah make such accurate yet broad-sweeping, emotionally connecting, and profound interpretive statements about the Messiah when he lived hundreds of years before the Messiah would appear? How profound is the prophetic Word of God!

Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by others, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.

Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.

By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his generation protested? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was punished. He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the Lord makes his life an offering for sin, he will see his offspring and prolong his days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand. 

After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. (Isaiah 53:1–12) 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John each wrote his own history of the life of Jesus. They give us some background, the facts, the context, the conversations, and descriptions of the events in Jesus’ life. But the powerful expressions in Isaiah 53:1–12 surpass their historical records with a poetic and moving description of the love of the Savior and the greatness of His character. Isaiah best described Jesus, who took our place in suffering; Isaiah blesses us with the inside story. Now, as a consequence, we “rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as soldiers rejoice when dividing the plunder” (Isaiah 9:3).
Isaiah Understood the Paradox in the Divine and Human Partnership

“All that we have accomplished you have done for us” (Isaiah 26:12). Partnership with God is marvelous. He works through our personalities, vocabularies, and temperaments in an amazing blend of the divine with our human elements. We are sometimes tempted to think it is we who preach, teach, heal, comfort, counsel, and minister effectively. But whatever we appear to accomplish, God actually does.

A similar paradox is found in God’s promise to Joshua. “I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses” (Joshua 1:3). Joshua and the people of Israel walked on the land and fought for it, but it was God who gave it to them.

Eleazar, son of Dodai and one of David’s mighty men, had an experience of a close blend of the human and divine working together. “Then the Israelites retreated, but Eleazar stood his ground and struck down the Philistines till his hand grew tired and froze to the sword. The Lord brought about a great victory that day. The troops returned to Eleazar, but only to strip the dead” (2 Samuel 23:9–10, emphasis mine).

The Lord worked so mightily through Eleazar that it was impossible to determine where the human hand stopped and the sword began. God worked through the man and God worked through the sword. The sword and the man were both used of God. Eleazar did it and God did it.

Later, Paul restated this concept. Today’s New International Version of the Bible helps us understand this more clearly than other translations: “I can do all this through him who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:13). Some translations render this verse, “I can do all things,” apparently indicating that we can do anything. But surely the Bible does not literally teach this. We cannot fly. Neither can one Christian minister alone save the world or even one nation in his or her lifetime. It is more consistent with the teaching of the whole Bible to believe that what we do, we do through His strength. “All that we have accomplished you have done for us” (Isaiah 26:12). We do it, but only with His enabling strength. The human and the divine work together. God uses the tool. The spirit of the prophet is subject to the prophet.
The same concept is included in the action of placing crowns at the feet of the One on the throne in heaven:

Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.” (Revelation 4:9–11)

When we get to heaven, we too will likely lay our crowns at His feet, acknowledging that it was He who made it all possible.

When we realize the impossibility of our ministry situations and pray sincerely that God would be involved and help us, and then state that we will be careful to give Him all the glory, we need to be serious and intentional. God does work miraculously through us. He works so cleverly, naturally, and in ways perfectly consistent with our own personalities, temperaments, vocabularies, training, and intellectual gifts, we may think it is we who are doing the ministry so well. If we could grasp the danger of this handicap and get out of God’s way, would He not work even more mightily through us?
Isaiah Allowed His Readers to Interpret Conflicting Messages

The latter part of Hezekiah’s life included Jerusalem’s miraculous deliverance from Assyria, the added fifteen years of Hezekiah’s life, and Hezekiah’s pride and political mistakes in his last years before his death. These fifteen years would have occurred during the latter part of Isaiah’s life, after forty-six years of experience as a prophet. During this time, dramatic and sad changes took place in Hezekiah’s attitude. Isaiah recorded this period, with one great difference between his record and the accounts in Kings and Chronicles.

Three different texts in Scripture describe the prayer for healing, the healing itself, and the subsequent public events in Hezekiah’s life and developments in Jerusalem: 2 Kings 20, 2 Chronicles 32, and Isaiah 38–39. These historical records are almost identical in sequence and detail. Yet each text contains important differences. Second Chronicles 32:25 refers more overtly to Hezekiah’s pride: “Hezekiah’s heart was proud and he did not respond to the kindness shown him; therefore the Lord’s wrath was on him and on Judah and Jerusalem.” Chronicles is more clear in its reference to Hezekiah’s pride than 2 Kings, though 2 Kings does mention it. 
Second Chronicles 32:31 indicates that God left Hezekiah to see what he would do: “When envoys were sent by the rulers of Babylon to ask him about the miraculous sign that had occurred in the land, God left him to test him and to know everything that was in his heart.” Chronicles adds that God was testing Hezekiah. 
The biggest difference in these three records, however, is the addition of the song Isaiah includes. Kings and Chronicles omit the beautiful song of praise that Hezekiah wrote after he was healed. Reading its lovely and uplifting lyrics, and comparing what Hezekiah wrote to what he did and thought, enable us to appreciate Isaiah’s ability to write good literature and trust his readers to get the message. 
Here is what Isaiah records that 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles omit:
A writing of Hezekiah king of Judah after his illness and recovery: 
I said, “In the prime of my life must I go through the gates of death and be robbed of the rest of my years?” 

I said, “I will not again see the Lord, the Lord, in the land of the living; no longer will I look on my fellow mortals, or be with those who now dwell in this world. Like a shepherd’s tent my house has been pulled down and taken from me. Like a weaver I have rolled up my life, and he has cut me off from the loom; day and night you made an end of me. I waited patiently till dawn, but like a lion he broke all my bones; day and night you made an end of me. I cried like a swift or thrush, I moaned like a mourning dove. My eyes grew weak as I looked to the heavens. I am being threatened; Lord, come to my aid!” 

But what can I say? He has spoken to me, and he himself has done this. I will walk humbly all my years because of this anguish of my soul. Lord, by such things people live; and my spirit finds life in them too. You restored me to health and let me live. 

Surely it was for my benefit that I suffered such anguish. In your love you kept me from the pit of destruction; you have put all my sins behind your back. For the grave cannot praise you, death cannot sing your praise; those who go down to the pit cannot hope for your faithfulness. 

The living, the living—they praise you, as I am doing today; parents tell their children about your faithfulness. The Lord will save me, and we will sing with stringed instruments all the days of our lives in the temple of the Lord. (Isaiah 38:9–20)

The song is theologically sound and self-effacing. It gives God praise, acknowledging human weakness and God’s power. The problem with Hezekiah’s beautiful song is that he did not match it with his life; it is inconsistent with what he did and what he thought. Hezekiah did not have his systems of thought, word, and action integrated. He thought and acted selfishly even immediately after penning his lovely expressions of humility in noble-sounding poetry. 
It is possible that the reason the historians left Hezekiah’s song of praise out of their narratives was that they knew Hezekiah did not live up to his beautiful words. 
Many modern interpreters of Hezekiah’s life story take his song recorded in Isaiah at face value and assume that Hezekiah was genuine. Presuming that what a person does speaks more loudly than what that person says, we arrive at a different interpretation of Hezekiah’s latter years. We must compare Isaiah 38:9–20, the record of Hezekiah’s good words, to what he did (Isaiah 38:2–3) and thought (Isaiah 39:8). 

Hezekiah’s problem of resisting Isaiah’s word to him and praying his willful prayer is discussed in detail elsewhere. For a complete treatment and its implication for learning how to pray more effectively by praying according to God’s will, please refer to “The Power and Danger of Prayer,” chapter 2 in my book Rise to Seek Him: The Joy of Effective Prayer. 
Hezekiah prayed a wonderful prayer for deliverance of Jerusalem from the invading Assyrians, then became proud. When directed by Isaiah to prepare to die, he prayed the opposite of what Isaiah had instructed, bragged in his prayer, and was bitter and arrogant. The result of his prayer was that God gave him fifteen more years, but those years were filled with political mistakes, bringing needless tragedies to Judah for more than seventy years. This series of sorrowful events does not demonstrate that God is weak, but that God is a good teacher who lets people make mistakes and hopes they will learn from them. (See 2 Kings 20, 2 Chronicles 32, and Isaiah 38–39.) 
Isaiah told Hezekiah that the next generation would be carried off to Babylon to serve as eunuchs in a heathen kingdom. Hezekiah said Isaiah’s word was good. What? Who would say that was good? Only someone who was glad there would be only peace in his time. Hezekiah’s thinking further exposed his lack of care for God’s people and his preoccupation with selfish desires.

Hezekiah was righteous and successful during the first fourteen years of his ministry. That record, and his beautiful song recorded in Isaiah, have misled some people to think of him as a mighty man of God. But Hezekiah’s song was different from his behavior. 
Today, people are still being misled by men and women of God who say all the right things but are not genuine. If we discern the true message Isaiah wanted to communicate, we will see Hezekiah for the errant king he became and learn from his errors. 
Good literature leaves something for the reader to discover. Isaiah was a clever writer. In addition to telling Hezekiah’s story, as Kings and Chronicles do, he includes Hezekiah’s song. This song serves as an illustration of the pious-sounding sermons of preachers who say all the right things. Their public messages are beautiful and their words are true, even if not backed up by the speaker’s personal life. They do not mislead their hearers by what they say. They mislead their hearers into thinking either that preachers are phonies or that it doesn’t matter if a speaker says one thing publicly and lives another way privately. Hezekiah was not doing what God wanted him to do. Even if he truly believed the words of his song at the time he wrote them, the fact that he did not act and think consistently makes him a contradictory leader.

Tradition states that Isaiah was sawn in two during the reign of the evil king Manasseh, Hezekiah’s son. Hebrews 11:37 says that some of the heroes of faith were “sawed in two. . . . The world was not worthy of them. These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised. God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect” (Hebrews 11:37–41).

Isaiah Understood God’s Willingness to Engage Humans Intellectually 

We are in a battle of ideas. And God will help us win. He has given us the ability to discern right and wrong, and to cast down evil imaginations and accusations. He will help us argue in the classic sense of argument as in intellectual debate. He will help us understand. He will help us defeat the evil forces of unrighteousness—fallen angels, which He also created. Isaiah was a thinker, and he describes a thinking God who wants to engage us mentally.

Isaiah portrayed God as fighting wrong ideas with right ones. God is concerned about concepts. He is interested in worldviews. He Himself invites us to reason: “‘Come now, let us reason together,’ says the Lord. ‘Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool’” (Isaiah 1:18).

Reasoning with the Lord as pictured in the above Scripture is not an isolated idea. It is borne out in other writings of Isaiah. For example: 
“Review the past for me, let us argue the matter together; state the case for your innocence.” (Isaiah 43:26)

“‘See, it is I who created the blacksmith who fans the coals into flame and forges a weapon fit for its work. And it is I who have created the destroyer to work havoc; no weapon forged against you will prevail, and you will refute every tongue that accuses you. This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and this is their vindication from me,’ declares the Lord.” (Isaiah 54:16–17)

Weapons can be concrete, physical arms like the military hardware described in verse 16, or they can be abstract, intellectual, and conceptual as implied in verse 17. Ideas are weapons. Some ideas are attack weapons; other ideas are defensive weapons. Isaiah said his readers would “refute every tongue that accuses.” Throughout sixty-six chapters, we see Isaiah organizing his thoughts, expressing them logically, and appealing to his hearers and readers persuasively. Isaiah was engaged in the war of ideas. He invites God’s servants today to be engaged in this war. 
Wrong ideas must be refuted. The philosophies of man are inferior to the philosophy of God. Today we observe a plethora of differing worldviews: animists, Shintoists, Communists, Muslims, Hindus, Latinos, European secularists, to name a few. Christians have their own worldview. Let us not be afraid to speak of it. Our system of thought, if it is true to God’s Word, is intellectually solid because it is God’s.

In today’s shrinking world, the clash of civilizations is becoming more intense. Scholars discuss modern culture wars. We talk about change agents, early adopters, and late adopters. All these new terms help us modernize the notion that one person’s way of thinking can be radically different from another’s. And they help us understand that worldviews can change. God’s way of thinking is different from human thinking and is worth learning about. It is even worth going to war—the intellectual cultural war—over. The Christian’s ideas can win.
How does Christ relate to culture? Does He work against it, through it, above it, in it, or in spite of it? Culture matters a lot because it determines how we think. And how we think matters enormously. Our development or underdevelopment depends largely on the state of our minds. And the development or underdevelopment of a nation is a result of the collective state of the minds of its people. A simple exercise to employ when considering this question is this: How much does TV influence you and your family compared to how much the Bible influences you? 
Wrestling in prayer is one way we engage in the war of ideas. “We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). Men’s pretentious philosophies need to be cast down through prayer. These wrong ideas can be refuted by truth.
God wants to reason with us. He wants to engage us both intellectually and spiritually. We insult Him when we consider our opinions as superior to the truth and wisdom in His Word. God offers us a wonderfully superior alternative to human thoughts and ways: His thoughts and ways.
Isaiah Understood the Superiority of God’s Thoughts and Ways

Isaiah, more than other writers of the Bible, distinguished clearly between human intellect and God’s knowledge. Notice the contrast:

Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near. Let the wicked forsake their ways and the unrighteous their thoughts. Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will freely pardon. “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.” (Isaiah 55:6–12, emphasis mine)

Isaiah was convinced that God’s superior ways and thoughts would eventually win. The Word of God will accomplish its intended purpose. That is why God wants us to study His Word, know His heart, learn how to communicate, and engage people in meaningful conversations. 
Peter was not the intellectual that Isaiah was, but even this fisherman-turned-apostle knew the importance of reason. “But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 3:15).
There may have been many times when Isaiah questioned what God was doing. But he acknowledged that God’s ways are superior. That’s a good thing to realize if you plan to trust Him. Whether asking for wisdom to understand how to pray the right way in complex situations, or reasoning with people who do not yet know the Lord, relying on God’s wisdom rather than our own is wisdom.

Isaiah Understood Death Is Sometimes the Most Gracious Gift

The Bible presents the world with an optimistic, hope-filled, and meaningful concept of death that is radically different from any other worldview. Isaiah does not stand alone among the writers of the Bible in declaring the beauty of death for the righteous, but he does make a clear and positive statement regarding the passage we call death: 

The righteous perish, and no one takes it to heart; the devout are taken away, and no one understands that the righteous are taken away to be spared from evil. Those who walk uprightly enter into peace; they find rest as they lie in death. (Isaiah 57:1–2)

Isaiah said the righteous are “spared from evil.” Hezekiah might have been one example in Isaiah’s mind. Hezekiah could have spared Jerusalem from suffering a lot of evil had he put his house in order and prepared to die as Isaiah had told him. Instead, Hezekiah’s political blunderings in the fifteen years that were added to his life led to great moral deterioration, precipitating more sorrow, immorality, idolatry, and ruin during the reign of his son Manasseh. Manasseh was born during Hezekiah’s extended fifteen years and was not part of God’s original plan. 
Perhaps Isaiah, in speaking of death, remembered David’s Psalm 116: “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of those faithful to him” (Psalm 116:15).
Hosea was a contemporary of Isaiah’s, but he began to prophesy earlier than Isaiah. Hosea had said, “I will deliver them from the power of the grave; I will redeem them from death. Where, O death, are your plagues? Where, O grave, is your destruction?” (Hosea 13:14).

Centuries later Paul quoted Hosea as he scorned the power of death, emphasized the resurrection, and gave hope to Christian believers: 
When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 
“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. (1 Corinthians 15:54–56) 

When we grieve over the loss of our loved ones, we need to remember Isaiah’s insightful and objective perspective. Of course, we who remain miss the people we love, but looking at life from their perspective, they may be escaping, at God’s gracious provision, horrible evil. There is amazing wisdom in these words: “The righteous are taken away to be spared from evil” (Isaiah 57:1).

Isaiah Understood the Need for Constant Prayer 

I have posted watchmen on your walls, Jerusalem; they will never be silent day or night. You who call on the Lord, give yourselves no rest, and give him no rest till he establishes Jerusalem and makes her the praise of the earth. (Isaiah 62:6–7)

Christians sometimes talk about faith, rest, and peace, claiming that resting in Him means we should present our petitions to the Lord and leave them with Him. There is a place for resting, trusting, and enjoying His peace, but those beliefs must be consistent with the whole counsel of God. If our theology of prayer and trust versus prayer and persistence is to be biblical, it must take into consideration the Scriptures that urge us to be persistent, determined, consistent, faithful, and insistent when we pray, as well as the ones that tell us to pray, trust, and rest. “Jesus told them a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up” (Luke 18:1).

Isaiah counseled the intercessors of his day to not rest but to keep praying. In doing so he also teaches us that. Balance the Scriptures about resting in the Lord with this one about not resting and you will have a biblical view on this issue. 
One of the ways we fight wrong ideas with good ideas is by wrestling in prayer. In prayer we engage in a very real struggle. If we refuse to join this invisible struggle, we will never be the influence or success we could be. Neither will the pretensions Satan uses as weapons be refuted, to the glory of God and the liberation of the people who are in bondage.

For Further Thought

· What are the implications of the statement that ministry is a partnership of the divine and human?

· How does Isaiah’s record of Hezekiah’s song add intrigue to the drama of interpreting the life of Hezekiah?

· What are your thoughts regarding Isaiah’s emphasis on God inviting man to reason with Him?

· In what way does Isaiah challenge people to lift their thoughts up higher than human thoughts to God’s thoughts?

· What new insights did you gain from God’s perspective on death as a release from evil?

· What do you think about not resting but persevering in prayer?

