JOB

Did you know that God was proud of Job and defended him? Were you aware that God eventually required Job’s three critical friends to go to him to receive the benefits of his prayers? Did you realize that Job’s statement of personal ethics is one of the most noble, comprehensive, and exemplary proclamations in the Bible?

In the previous chapter we studied a Bible character in a book in which no mention of either God or prayer was made. In Job the opposite happens. The words, thoughts, and actions of God are carefully described. We even see some pictures of God’s activities that are not described in such detail in any other book of the Bible. God’s conversations with the devil and His involvement in the invisible, behind-the-scenes spiritual drama make this book uniquely helpful to the Christian warrior. This study, like the story of Balaam, reveals the reality of the spiritual forces involved in humans’ lives. Yet the lessons from Job are quite different from those learned from Balaam. These lessons are rich in meaning and lead to greater intimacy with God.
None of us wants to endure the sufferings of Job. We do not wish to experience anything even remotely comparable. Yet any one of us would be glad to experience the vindications, revelations, and victories he received. Job teaches us lessons of patience, courage, faithfulness, and perseverance. 

In 2005–2006 my wife and I were involved in lengthy talks with the director of an international missions group. Char had been invited to serve as a trainer for missionary candidates and a consultant to the numerous Bible colleges and institutes operated in more than eighty nations. Meanwhile, I would serve as the coordinator of continuing education for career missionaries and the pastors of churches in those nations. In response to this invitation, I resigned my graduate missions professor position in the university where I had been teaching and my job as associate pastor of English ministries in a local Chinese church. Char and I visited the community where these new opportunities were based and began searching for a home to purchase.

After the house shopping began, we received a phone call saying that the offer was being withdrawn. That same day bursitis and staph infection crippled my left elbow; several days later, Char had two infected teeth that needed root canals. We found ourselves facing the loss of two jobs, bursitis, staph infection, and two abscessed teeth. Since I had resigned my two positions, I was no longer employed. We felt like two Jobs.

I will return to my personal story at the end of this chapter. In the meantime, let’s look at what you and I can learn from this book of Job that will help us next time we suffer. 

The Four Pillars of Job’s Righteous Life

Job was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. But suffering can happen to anyone—even the most righteous.

In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. He had seven sons and three daughters, and he owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and had a large number of servants. He was the greatest man among all the people of the East. 

His sons used to hold feasts in their homes on their birthdays, and they would invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. When a period of feasting had run its course, Job would make arrangements for them to be purified. Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, “Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.” This was Job’s regular custom. (Job 1:1–5)

Job’s righteousness is further displayed in his response to his wife when she suggested that he give up. He replied, “You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?” (Job 2:10).
Even Job’s friend Eliphaz, in his first speech leading up to his many accusations against Job, testified to Job’s righteousness: “Think how you have instructed many, how you have strengthened feeble hands. Your words have supported those who stumbled; you have strengthened faltering knees” (Job 4:3–4). Throughout the book of Job, Eliphaz emphasizes that Job’s suffering is due to his sin. Yet even he was forced to acknowledge Job’s virtues.

God Himself defended Job to his accusing friends: “After the Lord had said these things to Job, he said to Eliphaz the Temanite, ‘I am angry with you and your two friends, because you have not spoken of me what is right, as my servant Job has’” (Job 42:7).
Job was the richest man in the East. Many times wealth corrupts a person, but not in his case. Job shows us that one can be prosperous and yet blameless and upright. His systematic intercession for his children also attests to his high level of moral uprightness. Job was righteous, and yet he suffered.
The devil is our accuser. He brought charges against Job before God. He further indicted Job via his friends, who instead of comforting him, repeatedly argued that he had brought his suffering upon himself.

In the midst of the barrage of guilt hurled at him, Job maintained his righteousness. Even in the New Testament, God praises Job as a great example of righteousness and patience. James considered him a model of godliness, not as an illustration of punishment of evil: 

Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. (James 5:10–11)

If the enemy can cause us to believe that we are suffering because we are evil, he gains an advantage inasmuch as our courage is undermined. We think we are suffering because we deserve to suffer, so why try to escape it? Suffering may, but does not always, indicate that God is dealing with a sin in our lives. According to James 1:2–5, when we do not understand the trials we are facing, we are to ask God for wisdom, and He will give it to us.

If we recognize that righteous people suffer too, we can defend ourselves against the accusations we often feel when we go through trials. A direct correlation between sin and suffering undermines the confidence we need to pass the tests. May the Lord help us focus on His purpose in the circumstances He has allowed in our lives.

God Took Pleasure in Job’s Righteousness

“One day the angels came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came with them” (Job 1:6).

Though the meeting was initiated by Satan, God raised the subject of Job and his righteousness. “Then the Lord said to Satan, ‘Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil’” (Job 1:8). God took pleasure in boasting to Satan about Job. 

After Job passed the first round of the tests Satan brought on him, God again pointed to Job with pride. “Then the Lord said to Satan, ‘Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil. And he still maintains his integrity, though you incited me against him to ruin him without any reason’” (Job 2:3).

We bring God great pleasure when we do right. We often use the expression “please the Lord,” but we may not appreciate the depth of this phrase. Evidently, even under the duress of his sufferings, Job continued to please the Lord.
God Had a Protective Hedge around Job 

“Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. “Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land. But now stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face.”
The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your power, but on the man himself do not lay a finger.” 
Then Satan went out from the presence of the Lord. (Job 1:9–12) 

God put a protective hedge around Job, his household, and his possessions. He blessed the work of his hands, his flocks, and his herds. Satan could not penetrate the hedge or block the blessings. This was the accuser’s complaint as he argued with God regarding Job’s righteousness. Satan does not like it when God protects us from him. He wants access to us, but he cannot have it unless God, or our sin, allows it.

Why did Job’s three friends assume that God was displeased with Job? Did they not realize that it was God’s approval and favor upon Job that led Him to protect and bless him? 

We have the “inside scoop,” the invisible part of the story. We know God was pleased with Job. That was the whole issue of the argument between God and Satan. Job’s friends didn’t have that insight.

Just as it was improper for Job’s friends to assume that Job’s sin brought on his sufferings, so we should not assume God is displeased with us just because we are suffering. Trials provide us with valuable time for reflection and self-examination, an opportunity to confess sin if we have done something wrong, and receive forgiveness and cleansing from God. But times of suffering should not be occasions for self-condemnation. “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1). God forgives us so completely that if we mention a confessed sin a second time, He may ask, “What sin are you talking about?” Knowing we are forgiven is a great basis for confidence in the face of suffering. 

God Knew Job’s Ability

God knows the strength of the steel He is testing. He will never let us experience more difficulties than we can handle. First Corinthians 10:13 presents us with the principle of God’s perfect tempering process: “No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.” 

Only because God knew the strength of Job’s endurance did He allow Satan to bring on him the sudden calamities that destroyed oxen, sheep, camels, and Job’s children. 

How did Job react to all his losses?
At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship and said: “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; may the name of the Lord be praised.” In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. (Job 1:20–22)

Job proved himself worthy of God’s compliment.

Having passed that test, Job then faced the second round. Satan obtained God’s permission to afflict Job’s body:

Satan went out from the presence of the Lord and afflicted Job with painful sores from the soles of his feet to the crown of his head. Then Job took a piece of broken pottery and scraped himself with it as he sat among the ashes. 

His wife said to him, “Are you still maintaining your integrity? Curse God and die!”
He replied, “You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?”
In all this, Job did not sin in what he said. (Job 2:7–10)

Both times God gave Satan permission to bring difficulties to Job, God was right about Job’s ability to endure. In both instances God’s confidence in Job’s faith, patience, and endurance was justified. 

Suffering is not meaningless. God is refining, developing, maturing, and preparing us for an eternal purpose. In order to purify and advance his workers, God brings them through affliction. No other religion gives its believers such a lofty and eternally valuable reason for enduring distress. Some religions advise adherents to embrace pain. Others recommend abandoning desire. Only Christianity promises positive results to believers through suffering.

Needless suffering is difficult to endure, but purposeful, result-oriented difficulty is easier to handle. And suffering known to be bearable becomes manageable. 

Behaviorists have experimented with rats to determine the effects of hope when suffering or facing death. Rodents that swim around a tank enough to learn there is no escape quickly abandon any further effort to maintain their lives. They give up, stop swimming, and sink. 

But rats that are rescued just before they would have given up (based on the timing of the earlier rats abandoning hope) swim on until they are saved. Knowing they will be picked out of the water gives them the courage to swim until they are helped. They swim much longer than the rats that were not taught by being rescued that they would be rescued.

If you know that you will not be given a test or temptation that you cannot handle, you have the courage and hope you need in order to win the test of faith. The principle in 1 Corinthians 10:13 gives us the encouragement we need to endure. God wants to develop a hardy spiritual army of persevering soldiers. He knows we will fight on and on, enduring whatever suffering comes our way, if we know we can. The suffering He allows is a statement of His confidence in us; it is a compliment. Knowing we will be rescued empowers us to endure until we are rescued. Only those who quit do not finish; you can win if you keep going.

The High Purpose in Human Suffering

The following verses from the Epistles and Revelation talk about suffering:

We also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance. (Romans 5:3)
Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. (Romans 8:17–18)
For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ. If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort. (2 Corinthians 1:5–7)

I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you, which are your glory. (Ephesians 3:13)
I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death. (Philippians 3:10)
Now I rejoice in what I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. (Colossians 1:24)
You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed the message in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. (1 Thessalonians 1:6)

All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and as a result you will be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are suffering. (2 Thessalonians 1:5)

So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. But join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. (2 Timothy 1:8)

That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet this is no cause for shame, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him until that day. (2 Timothy 1:12)

Join with me in suffering, like a good soldier of Christ Jesus. (2 Timothy 2:3)

I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not chained. (2 Timothy 2:9)

. . . persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. (2 Timothy 3:11)

Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you endured in a great conflict full of suffering. (Hebrews 10:32)

Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and those who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. (Hebrews 13:3)

Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. As you know, we count as blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. (James 5:10–11)

. . . trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. (1 Peter 1:11)

For it is commendable if you bear up under the pain of unjust suffering because you are conscious of God. (1 Peter 2:19)

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. . . . However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. (1 Peter 4:12–13, 16)

To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who also will share in the glory to be revealed. (1 Peter 5:1)

Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your fellow believers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings. And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. (1 Peter 5:9–10)

I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. (Revelation 1:9)

Not one of these verses leads us to believe that suffering is due to sin in the life of the sufferer.

Suffering’s High Purposes 


The following theological statements demonstrate suffering’s high purposes:

1. No automatic correlation exists between personal sin and suffering. Sometimes good people suffer; the distress has nothing to do with sin. On the other hand, sometimes wicked people whom one might think ought to experience pain do not. Psalm 37:7 says, “Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for him; do not fret when people succeed in their ways, when they carry out their wicked schemes.” 
2. The cause or nature of an incident of suffering is inconsequential when compared to what it produces in our lives. Affliction or persecution—whether accidental or coincidental; physical, mental, or emotional—enables us to be partakers of Christ’s suffering, become one with Him, and grow in character.

3. Distress is only temporary because this earthly life is temporary. Suffering is not our focus; rather, we look for the results, to identify with Jesus and experience His intended fruit of pain.

4. Our attitude is to be one of joy. This does not happen automatically, and it may be difficult to maintain, yet happiness stems from the opportunity to share in Christ’s sufferings.

5. A joyful attitude in difficulty is not natural. Yet if we yield ourselves to Jesus and His developmental process in our lives, our sufferings will produce spiritual growth and greater intimacy with Him.

6. Our distresses, though painful, are less than the reward, and they cannot be compared with the exceeding and great glory that shall be revealed in us. 

7. Affliction is unavoidable, so prepare to accept and embrace it, looking for its spiritual benefits. 

8. All Christians experience pain, though we hear about some persons’ afflictions more than that of others.

9. While not all distress is discipline for wrongdoing, some is. “Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as his children. For what children are not disciplined by their father? . . . No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it” (Hebrews 12:7, 11).

Job Maintained His Righteousness

How did Job endure? He fixed his eyes on God and maintained his own appraisal of himself, rejecting the accusations of his “friends.” 

“Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him” (Job 13:15). “I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand in the earth. And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God” (Job 19:25–26). Job could never have endured his ordeals if he had not fixed his eyes on God and trusted God to treat him fairly. Nothing Satan threw at Job could tear him away from the Lord.
Some take a judgmental view of Job, siding with Job’s three companions who unrelentingly attacked him with harsh words. In defense against his friends’ accusations, Job strayed precariously close to pride, displayed in a pious claim for innocence. But in the end, Job was justified, not his friends.

If, in maintaining his own righteousness, Job was clinging to his hope in God, we can celebrate it and follow his example. If Job was arrogantly claiming he had no sin at all, we must avoid that. Each sufferer will have to sort out which of the two is true in his or her case.

If Job had agreed that he had sinned as all men have, but that he did not believe his suffering was due to sin, the lengthy conversation recorded in Job chapters 3 through 37 would have been quite different. The self-righteousness in Job would not have intensified and the accusations would have softened.

We cannot rewrite Job’s story, but we can rewrite our own. When you face accusations, real or imagined, admit that you are not perfect, but don’t assume that the suffering is due to your sin. Something more is likely going on.

Job’s Personal Ethics Policy

Within the lengthy conversation between Job and his friends, Job’s ethical code appears (chapter 31). In view of our emphasis in this study of Job’s character and integrity, let’s look at his list of rules as a model. Each one of us has our own moral standards. Not all will be as well defined as Job’s, but we can each learn something from Job’s personal rules:

1. He determined not to look lustfully at women.

I made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a virgin. For what is our lot from God above, our heritage from the Almighty on high? Is it not ruin for the wicked, disaster for those who do wrong? Does he not see my ways and count my every step? (Job 31:1–4) 

If my heart has been enticed by a woman, or if I have lurked at my neighbor’s door, then may my wife grind another man’s grain, and may other men sleep with her. For that would have been wicked, a sin to be judged. It is a fire that burns to Destruction; it would have uprooted my harvest. (Job 31:9–12)
2. He determined to treat employees with justice, as equals.

If I have denied justice to any of my servants, whether male or female, when they had a grievance against me, what will I do when God confronts me? What will I answer when called to account? Did not he who made me in the womb make them? Did not the same one form us both within our mothers? (Job 31:13–15)

3. He sought to be generous and helpful to the poor.

If I have denied the desires of the poor or let the eyes of the widow grow weary, if I have kept my bread to myself, not sharing it with the fatherless—but from my youth I reared them as a father would, and from my birth I guided the widow—if I have seen anyone perishing for lack of clothing, or the needy without garments, and their hearts did not bless me for warming them with the fleece from my sheep, if I have raised my hand against the fatherless, knowing that I had influence in court, then let my arm fall from the shoulder, let it be broken off at the joint. For I dreaded destruction from God, and for fear of his splendor I could not do such things. (Job 31:16–23)

4. Gold or gods were not to be served or trusted.

If I have put my trust in gold or said to pure gold, “You are my security,” if I have rejoiced over my great wealth, the fortune my hands had gained, if I have regarded the sun in its radiance or the moon moving in splendor, so that my heart was secretly enticed and my hand offered them a kiss of homage, then these also would be sins to be judged, for I would have been unfaithful to God on high. (Job 31:24–28)

5. He determined not to curse his enemies but to help the traveler.

If I have rejoiced at my enemies’ misfortune or gloated over the trouble that came to them—I have not allowed my mouth to sin by invoking a curse against their life—if those of my household have never said, “Who has not been filled with Job’s meat?”—but no stranger had to spend the night in the street, for my door was always open to the traveler. (Job 31:29–32)

6. Job did not hide his sin, but dealt with it openly and transparently.

If I have concealed my sin as people do, by hiding my guilt in my heart because I so feared the crowd and so dreaded the contempt of the clans that I kept silent and would not go outside—(Oh, that I had someone to hear me! I sign now my defense—let the Almighty answer me; let my accuser put his indictment in writing. Surely I would wear it on my shoulder, I would put it on like a crown. I would give him an account of my every step; I would present it to him as to a ruler.) . . . (Job 31:33–37)

7. Job determined to have an attitude of stewardship toward his land.

If my land cries out against me and all its furrows are wet with tears, if I have devoured its yield without payment or broken the spirit of its tenants, then let briers come up instead of wheat and stinkweed instead of barley.” (Job 31:38–40)

It would be possible to be critical of Job, thinking that all his moral and ethical rhetoric was bravado, boasting, and self-defense against the accusations of his three visitors. Is it not equally possible to see Job as an upright, moral, and ethical model to follow? Is it not possible that the godly character demonstrated in this record of Job’s ethics is one of the Bible’s patterns to which godly people in other generations can also adhere?
Job Repented When God Showed Him a Clearer Picture

Much about Job’s character can be learned by examining his response to the personal revelations God gave him (recorded in chapters 38–41). Did Job defend himself? Did he boast? What attitude did Job display?

Job replied to the Lord: “I know that you can do all things; no purpose of yours can be thwarted. You asked, ‘Who is this that obscures my plans without knowledge?’ Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, things too wonderful for me to know. You said, ‘Listen now, and I will speak; I will question you, and you shall answer me.’ My ears had heard of you but now my eyes have seen you. Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.” (Job 42:1–6)

These are not the words of an arrogant sinner pretentiously denying his sin. Job’s self-defense included (in the narrative of chapters 6 through 37) his response to the accusations of his friends. When God in His grandeur spoke, Job humbled himself quickly and thoroughly.
Covering a sin is worse than the sin that is covered. Acknowledging sin is the way to obtain forgiveness and cleansing. 
The lengthy discussion between Job and his friends focused on the friends’ attempts to explain the reason for Job’s suffering: his sin. Job repeatedly reacted with self-defense. God’s revelation, however, reminded Job of His greatness and perfection. Compared to God, Job was nothing. When God revealed Himself to Job, he had no more questions.

An Optimistic Application to Ourselves
Let’s take a magnanimous attitude toward Job and bear the following in mind:

1. Job did not have the advantage we have today of the numerous Scriptures that teach us of God’s lofty purposes and how suffering serves those purposes. 

2. Job did not have our Bible-based theological understanding on the subject of suffering. 

3. In one day, without notice or explanation, Job lost all his children, oxen, sheep, and camels.

4. Job’s body was wracked with painful sores that undoubtedly made him more pessimistic than usual.

5. Job did not know about the unseen and unheard conversations between God and the devil, as we do.

6. Job’s friends, instead of comforting him, repeatedly accused him of committing a sin that brought on the suffering. Their interpretation of suffering as punishment from God was an unfair judgment against Job. 

7. The combined forces of the preceding six factors would wear down the patience and endurance of any man.

8. God told Job’s friends they had not spoken of “what was right.” He suggested they ask Job to pray for them, saying, “I will accept his prayer and not deal with you according to your folly” (Job 42:7). This indicates that God was more pleased with Job than Job knew.

These observations lead us to the following personal applications:

1. When you and I go through reversals and difficulties, when the accuser throws our sins into our faces, when our friends don’t understand, when we think we are alone in our pain and sorrow, when we don’t see the spiritual activities of our accuser or the intervention of our invisible Defender—we should remember this lesson from Job: God is more pleased with us than we realize.
2. We cannot understand everything in this life. Too many unknowable factors exist. “A person’s steps are directed by the Lord. How then can anyone understand their own way?” (Proverbs 20:24). Let us not needlessly add to whatever we are suffering by judging ourselves too harshly. Paul said, “I care very little if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself. My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me” (1 Corinthians 4:3–4).

Remember the personal story in the beginning of this chapter, the one about the difficulties Char and I experienced when we thought we were transitioning from academia to missionary continuing-education ministries? I know now that God used the two resignations, and the suspense of not knowing what to do or where to turn, to guide us to the exciting opportunity to train Christian leaders in Africa. He moved us from the relative comforts of academia to the challenges of travel throughout southern Africa.

I also realize now that Satan daily added his accusations to this horrible experience. For many months he lied to me, saying that my problems happened because we were not fit for the positions with the mission. 

If I had it to do over, I would try harder to throw off the self-condemnation. I would attempt to focus on the career decisions before us. The accusations I experienced at that time were the most difficult part of my suffering—and they were all untrue. 
If we acknowledge that we cannot understand everything in this life, we will be able to move on with greater confidence. Job teaches us not to allow the devil’s accusations to compound the trouble God has allowed for our development. During his trials, Job felt God was far away and indifferent, but He was probably closer and more attentive in that time of his life than He had ever been.

For Further Thought

· How does acknowledgment of God’s lofty purpose of refinement and development help carry you through times of suffering?

· What do you think about the statement that God usually allows suffering for a noble purpose, occasionally as necessary discipline, but never for revenge?

· How would you react if you thought God was boasting about you the way He boasted about Job?

· Do you feel that the hedge of protection God placed around Job is different from the protection He offers you? Explain.
· What help is it to be aware that God knows your ability to endure and He will never let you experience a difficulty He realizes you cannot handle?

· How could Job have avoided the criticism that he was being self-righteous when he defended himself?

· What was the biggest surprise you experienced when you read Job’s personal ethical standards for behavior?

· When God revealed Himself to Job, what does Job’s spontaneous repentance tell you about his character?

· Do you agree with the concept that God is more pleased with us than we realize? How does this idea change the way you view your life?
